
Local Plan Call for Sites, Highway and Transport Access Assessments  

Site reference:  143 

Address:  Land at Odell Road, Harrold, Bedfordshire 

Potential Development:  40 dwellings under Class C3 use 

Site Survey:  12/05/2016 

Author and Date of Assessment: Devinder Singh – 19/05/2016 

Previous Highway and Transport Assessment:   No 

Current Highway Provision 

The site is located on the west side of Odell Road approximately 10 miles north-west of 

Bedford town centre in the village of Harrold.  

Odell Road is an adopted and classified road with a 30mph speed limit with a bus route 

service.  

The junction with High Street and Odell Road is located to the south approximately 45m 

away from the site. Odell Road leads into the village of Odell.  

The frontage of the site is split in the speed limit on Odell Road from 30mph to the national 

speed limit at a point approximately 54m north of the junction with High Street.  

There is no footway outside the site but there is a footway of 1.4m in width on the opposite 

side. Further to the south near the opposite junction with High Street, Odell Road comprises 

a footway 1.3m wide on the west side and 1.0m wide with a 2m grass verge behind the 

footway on the east side. 

Further to the north, Odell Road becomes Dungee Road which continues further north to 

lead to the village of Hinwick. To the south, Odell Road leads to the centre of Harrold village 

less than 1 mile away. Further south Odell Road becomes Carlton Road which leads to 

Carlton village approximately 1 mile away. 

The site is bounded by residential on the south side; agricultural on the north side and west 

side, whilst to the east is the adopted highway as Odell Road. There is a flood plain on the 

west side a short distance from the rear boundary of the site. The rear boundary is affected 

by flood risk zones 2 and 3. 



 

Figure 1 above– Existing frontage and access off Odell Road  

 

Figure 2 above– Existing gated access off Odell Road to the site 

Although the speed limit of Odell Road is 30mph, it is a classified road with a bus route.  The 

standard applicable in this instance is the Design Manual for Roads and Bridges (DMRB) in 

respect of highway requirements including determining vehicular visibility splays and 

Stopping Sight Distances. 

Viability of Highway Access for the Potential Development 

The gross site area is given as 4.1ha with a proposal of 40 dwellings based on a density of 

8dph. The current use is given as amenity land. 

A proposal for 40 dwellings will require a road to adoptable standards in accordance with 

Bedford Borough Council's highway standards. 

The visibility splays required would be 2.4m in the X direction and the Y distance measured 

along the kerb and is dependent on the speed survey being undertaken to determine the 85th 

percentile speed. Based on 30mph speed limit the Y distance would be 90m.   

Figures 3 and 4 show the RHS and LHS visibility splays at the existing point of access off 

Odell Road. 



 

Figure 3 – Right hand visibility splay off at existing point of access off Odell Road  

 

Figure 4 – Left hand visibility splay at existing point of access off Odell Road 

Report on Notable Highway Issues and Impacts 

The additional traffic generated by the residential development proposal for 40 dwellings will 

have some impact on the highway especially in relation to the high level of traffic along Odell 

Road, and this is expected to be assessed at the second stage of the submission. 

The frontage width appears to be sufficiently wide enough to accommodate a road to 

adoptable standards in terms of carriageway widths and footway widths with the required 

radius kerbs.  

Figures 3 and 4 shows the extent of visibility at the point of existing access off Odell Road. 

Currently the required visibility cannot be achieved unless the hedging and trees are 

trimmed back behind the splays and at least a 2m wide footway provided for the full frontage 

of the site. The provision of a footway should link with the existing footway on the west side 

of Odell Road otherwise a satisfactory crossing points should be provided for pedestrians to 

cross to the east side at a convenient point to access the bus stop facility on the east side. 

Part of the site is subject to national speed limit which for a single carriageway is 60mph. 

This speed needs to be reduced to 30mph in order to be considered for residential 

development given that it will generate an increase in pedestrian activity. The extent of the 

length for the reduction in speed can be agreed with Bedford Borough Council as the 

highway authority and processed through a Traffic Regulation Order (TRO). 

 



Sustainable Transport Appraisal 

Odell Road has good public transport access. The nearest bus stop facility with a bus route 

is located approximately 60m south of the site, however the site does not have any footway 

outside the site but does have a footway 1.4m wide on the opposite side of the site. A 

footway of at least 2m in width needs to be provided fronting the site which links with the 

existing footway further south of the site. 

The bus service currently operating to Harrold is no. 51 by Stagecoach, Monday to Saturday 

(except Bank Holidays) between Kettering, Irthlingborough, Rushden, Sharnbrook, Milton 

Earnest and Bedford. Bus service no. 25 by Grant Palmer Limited also provides a service to 

Harrold between Oakley, Pavenham, Stevington and Sharnbrook.  

The Villager including VL1, VL3, VL4, VL8, VL11 and VL15 also serve Harrold although they 

operate on selected days of each month.  

There are no public footpaths in the form of a Public Right of Way (PRoW) crossing the site 

but there is a network of public footpaths including FP3, FP4, FP5 and FP6 a few metres 

west of the existing flood plain. The public footpath FP4 also links with FP7 which is directly 

off public footpath FP7 approximately 450m north of the site. 

There are no specific facilities made for cyclists, however given the 30mph speed limit at this 

location, cyclists can ride on the carriageway.  

Conclusions 

The site is located on Odell Road and has good access to public transport being within the 

maximum 400m walking distance, however there is no footway outside the site but there is a 

footway of approximately 1.4m in width on the opposite side. A footway of 2m in width 

should be provided outside the site to link with existing footway further south near the 

junction with High Street. 

Part of the site is subject to national speed limit which for a single carriageway is 60mph. 

This speed limit needs to be reduced to 30mph in order to be considered for residential 

development given that it will generate an increase in pedestrian activity. The extent of 

length for the reduction in speed can be agreed with Bedford Borough Council as the 

highway authority and processed through a Traffic Regulation Order (TRO). 

The frontage width of the site appears to be sufficiently wide enough to accommodate a road 

to adoptable standards in terms of carriageway widths and footway widths with the required 

radius kerbs.  

Figures 3 and 4 shows the extent of visibility at the point of existing access off Odell Road. 

Currently the required visibility cannot be achieved unless the hedging/trees are trimmed 

back behind the splays and a 2m wide footway is provided for at least the full frontage of the 

site to link to the existing footway on the west side of Odell Road. Satisfactory crossing 

points should also be provided for pedestrians to cross to the east side at a convenient point 

to access the bus stop facility on the east side of the road. 

There are no objections on highways/transport grounds for the site brought to the next stage 

subject to the above. 


