
 

Questions for Bedford Borough Council Response 
 

1. Would BBC please advise of its views on 
the Neighbourhood Plan, including 
whether the Plan’s policies, and 
particularly policies NDP2 and NDP3, are 
considered to be in general conformity 
with policy 4S of the Local Plan 2030. 

 

Policy 4S requires Harrold to allocate between 
25-50 dwellings in their Neighbourhood Plan.  
As the submission plan includes allocations for 
25 dwellings, it is considered to be in general 
conformity with Policy 4S in the Local Plan 
2030. 

2. Please advise as to the current views of 
BBC as Highway Authority on the Plan’s 
allocations on Land at Odell Road and 
Land East of Orchard Lane in respect of 
traffic, highway safety and sustainability. 

 

Response from Team Leader Highways 
Development Control: 
 
“Policy NDP 2 Land at Odell Road, Harrold 
seems to pick up all points the highway 
authority made on the draft plan. I have 
nothing more to add except point i) could 
benefit from the addition of appropriate 
‘visibility splays’.  
Based on the number of dwellings proposed 
only a Transport Statement (not Transport 
Assessment) would be required.  
 
Policy NDP 3 Land East of Orchard Lane, 
Harrold also seems to pick up on all previous 
highway authority comments and I have 
nothing more to add. 
Based on the number of dwellings proposed 
only a Transport Statement (not Transport 
Assessment) would be required. 
 
I would consider both sites would be able to be 
accommodated safely on the local highway 
network subject to the above.” 
 

3. Please advise on the timetable for and 
current progress on the review of the 
Bedford Local Plan 2030. 

 

Please see appendix 5 of the local development 
scheme. 
The Council is currently on schedule, with the 
draft plan consultation commencing on 29 June 
2021.  
 

4. I have been referred in representations to 
appeal decision 
APP/K0235/W/19/3234032, land to the 
east of Odell Road, Harrold.  Please could I 
be provided with a copy of the appeal 
decision and be advised as to grounds for 
the subsequent High Court challenge, the 
reasons for the decision being quashed, 
and the current status of the appeal to be 
redetermined. 

The requested documents are attached. 
 
The appeal has now been withdrawn. It will not 
be redetermined.  

https://bbcdevwebfiles.blob.core.windows.net/webfiles/Planning%20and%20Building/Planning%20Policy/local-development-scheme-2021.pdf
https://bbcdevwebfiles.blob.core.windows.net/webfiles/Planning%20and%20Building/Planning%20Policy/local-development-scheme-2021.pdf


 

5. Paragraph 1.3.10 of the Plan refers to the 
Strategic Environmental Assessment 
Screening Report and the Habitats 
Regulations Assessment of the 
Neighbourhood Plan.  Please confirm 
whether the Borough Council concurs with 
the conclusions of those assessments. 

 

The Habitats Regulations Assessment and SEA 
Screening Report were commissioned by the 
Parish Council and prepared by an external 
consultant. Bedford Borough Council knows of 
no reason to disagree with the conclusions 
reached.  
 

 

Questions for both Bedford Borough Council 
and Harrold Parish Council 
 

Bedford Borough Council response 

20. Please advise as to whether the preparation 
and content of the Neighbourhood Plan has 
had regard to the fundamental rights and 
freedoms guaranteed under the European 
Convention on Human Rights and complies with 
the Human Rights Act 1998. 21.  
 

Whilst the Basic Conditions Statement was not 
shared with the Council during the preparation 
of the Neighbourhood Plan, the document 
includes a section on Human Rights. It explains 
how the qualifying body has approached the 
preparation of the neighbourhood plan (see 
also consultation statement) and that an 
Equalities Impact Assessment identifies a 
positive impact on those with protected 
characteristics. In that respect it has had regard 
to the European Convention on Human Rights 
and complies with the Human Rights Act 1998. 
21.   
 

21. I would appreciate the Councils’ views on 
representations that have been made that 
given the location of the Odell Road housing 
allocation, consultation on the submitted Plan 
and any subsequent referendum should be 
extended to include those residing in the 
adjoining parish of Odell. 
 

The Council is aware of representations from 
residents located opposite to Odell Road 
housing site. As they are directly opposite the 
proposed housing allocation, it does make 
sense to extend the referendum area, however 
only to those residents residing between High 
Street Little Odell and Westwood Farm and 
Nursery on the eastern side of Odell Road, 
Harrold. 
 
We can provide a map/list of addresses if this is 
helpful. 
 

 

 


