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1 
Harrold Neighbourhood Plan 
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OPENING REMARKS 
 

The proposed Harrold Neighbourhood Plan is your community’s plan which 
provides a great opportunity for villagers to influence the place in which they live 
and how it will change over time. Your local knowledge and your sense of what 
needs to be protected or changed can make a real difference. Whilst it is a 
Neighbourhood Plan, and can be as narrow or broad as considered appropriate, 
it is important to ensure that it is about the use and development of land and 
buildings. This entails issues such as what and how much is built where, what it 
will look like, what additional benefits if may bring, what land may be protected 
and how existing buildings’ use may change over time.  
 

There is real passion about Harrold and in ensuring that local people are 
involved in the choices that will help to shape your neighbourhood. There is a 
desire to make your neighbourhood an even better place to live, work and visit 
and to sustain and enhance the beauty and vitality of the neighbourhood. 
Growth must be accommodated in a sustainable way, not only in housing and 
population terms, but also in economic activity and infrastructure. 
 

                                  
 

The following pages contain the information to be used at the Harrold 
Neighbourhood Plan launch event which is scheduled to be held at the United 
Reform Church on Friday 11 November 2016 (6.00pm - 9.00pm) and 
Saturday 12 November 2016 (10.00am - 5.00pm) to ensure good coverage of 
the village and encourage a good level of turnout and feedback.  
 

These pages provide briefing material in advance of the event. 

 During the launch event itself, information will be displayed as posters.  

 After the event, they will continue to be available to the community for  
reference on the website at www.harrold.info.    

http://www.bletsoe.net/
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WHAT IS NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING? 
 

 Neighbourhood Planning was introduced in the Localism Act of 2011 
which came into effect in April 2012.  

 A Neighbourhood Plan sets out how the community would like land to be 
developed and used. It covers issues such as where new homes and 
offices should be built and what they should look like.  

 Neighbourhood Plans can assist local people to get the right type of 
development for their community, but the plans must still meet the needs 
of the wider area – so saying “no more development” is not an option.  

(It must be recognised that Neighbourhood Plans will have to take into 
account the Borough Council’s assessment of housing and other 
development needs in the area.)  

 The Neighbourhood Plan will be developed during 2016 and 2017 before 
being put to a referendum, which it is anticipated will be in Spring 2018.  

 The Plan will be subject to a referendum organised by Bedford Borough 
Council. The question that needs to be approved in the referendum by 
50% of those voting is: "Do you want Bedford Borough Council to use the 
Neighbourhood Plan for Harrold to help it decide planning applications in 
the neighbourhood area?“  

 Apart from greater account being taken of your wishes by the planning 
authority, you could also get more funds to spend locally:  

 

Community Infrastructure Levy: Parishes with a Neighbourhood Plan will 
receive 25% of any Community Infrastructure Levy arising from 
developments in their area compared to Parishes without a 
Neighbourhood Plan who will receive only 15%.  

 

(The Community Infrastructure Levy is a new levy that local authorities in 
England and Wales can choose to charge on developments in their area. 
The levy is incurred by developers to cover their obligations to fund 
infrastructure and other obligations under section 106 of the Town and 
Country Planning Act.)  
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PROGRESS TO DATE 
 

 In May 2016, Harrold Parish Council applied for the designation of the 
whole of the Harrold Parish as a Neighbourhood Plan area  

 After considering comments received during the consultation process, 
Bedford Borough Council endorsed the proposal in a decision statement 
dated 26 July 2016.  

 The designated area is identified on the map on the next page.  

 A Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group has been established by Harrold 
Parish Council to carry out the preparation of the Harrold Neighbourhood 
Plan. This currently comprises: 

 
  Parish Councillors: Andrew Jones 
     David Mercer  
     Sebastian Reger 
     Alison Field-Foster (Borough Councillor) 

 
 Neighbourhood plans are by their very essence community prepared and 

led plans. Some of the most successful plans have had a wide number of 
volunteers working on the project offering a combination of skills, 
enthusiasm or simply outright commitment to help their neighbourhoods 
achieve their strategy. The Steering Group has usefully received a paper 
on the important role of volunteers. 

 
 A community orientated approach is the most cost-efficient approach and 

there is a commitment to recruit as many willing and appropriately 
qualified volunteers locally as possible. Special efforts will be made at the 
Launch Event in November 2016 to encourage volunteers with 
appropriate skills and a realistic, objective approach to join the Team. 

  
 Bedford Borough Council are supporting the work and Harrold Parish 

Council has commissioned the services of consultants, Regeneration 
Positive, to give advice and guidance. 
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NEXT STEPS 
  

  The area covered by the Neighbourhood Plan was confirmed in July 
2016, so it is appropriate to proceed to the next stage of defining the 
Plan. The Plan will be based on the outcome of the evidence gathering 
process and feedback from the local community. 

 
 The Neighbourhood Plan will also reflect the development requirements 

set out in Local and National planning policies.  The Neighbourhood Plan 
cannot block development but it will be taken into account in relation to 
the type, design, location and mix of new development.  

 
 The Neighbourhood Plan can propose general planning policies for the 

development and use of land in the Parish; for example where houses 
and any offices, shops and other commercial development which could 
provide employment should be built and what they should look like.  

 
 The Neighbourhood Plan will set a vision for the future. It can be detailed, 

or general, depending on what the community wants. 
  

 Launch events are being organised on Friday 11 November 2016 and 
Saturday 12 November 2016 for the official launch of the Harrold 
Neighbourhood Plan. A draft set of objectives are outlined for inclusion in 
the Neighbourhood Plan with supporting proposed actions. These ideas 
will form the basis of consultation with the community, stakeholders and 
possibly neighbouring parishes. This work will ultimately allow the Harrold 
Neighbourhood Plan to be written in accordance with an agreed timeline. 

 
 Bedford Borough Council has already commenced its review of the Local 

Plan for the wider Borough Area, covering the period up to 2035, to 
determine the overall level of housing and other development needs to 
be accommodated during the plan period. 

 
 This has included a call for development sites from landowners. Details 

are available on the Bedford Borough Council website for each area and 
these will also be displayed at the launch event. 
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TIMELINE 
 

The steps required to prepare a Neighbourhood Plan are set out in statute and 
“best practice”. They are rigorous and so will require some time to complete.  
 

The key steps are set out in a timeline that will be displayed at the launch event 
and it will also be available by contacting Parish Councillors or members of the 
Steering Group. The key steps are summarised below:  
 

 The focus for the development of the Neighbourhood Plan will be on 
gathering evidence and information from the community and 
stakeholders through a survey and a series of consultation events; 
following the launch events all comments and feedback will be collated.  

 The data from the launch and the evidence gathering will be used to 
develop a Neighbourhood Questionnaire and this will be distributed to 
everyone in the Parish for completion. 

 This allows the ideas behind the Plan to be developed and refined. This 
effort will culminate in a feedback event (expected to be in Spring 2017) 
where the draft options will be shared in a public exhibition.  

 Thereafter the draft Neighbourhood Plan will be written and then 
consulted on further in the Autumn of 2017. Comments received will be 
reviewed and incorporated into the plan as appropriate.  

 It is envisaged that the draft Plan will be submitted to the Local Planning 
Authority in November 2017 and it will be subject to an independent 
examination to confirm that appropriate consultation has taken place in 
its development and that it complies with the Borough Council 
development strategy and planning policies.  

 A referendum will take place and this is likely to take place in Spring 
2018. It will be based on the question "Do you want Bedford Borough 
Council to use the Neighbourhood Plan for Harrold to help it decide 
planning applications in the neighbourhood area?" 

 If more than 50% of those voting at the referendum are in favour, the 
Neighbourhood Plan will have legal force. 
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HARROLD NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN – VISION STATEMENT 
 

The proposed Harrold Neighbourhood Plan provides a great opportunity for 
villagers to influence the place in which they live and how it will change over 
time. Local knowledge and a sense of what needs to be protected or changed 
can make a real difference. Villagers care passionately about Harrold and there 
is a need to ensure that local people are involved in the choices that will help to 
shape their neighbourhood and make Harrold an even better place. 
 
Any future development should, therefore, be sustainable and sensitive, 
respecting the character of the Village and protecting its beauty, vitality and the 
natural environment. Harrold must retain its distinctive characteristics and 
continue to grow as a strong, thriving and vibrant place in which to live, work 
and visit. Some planned growth is inevitable but it must be consistent with the 
infrastructure that exists to support it. 

 

          
 
There is a real commitment to develop a Neighbourhood Plan for the area that 
will influence and exploit the future growth potential of the village to meet 
community aspirations. This will include responsibility for allocating a site, or 
sites, in its area for development as part of the Neighbourhood Planning 
process (in accordance with the emerging development strategy at Borough 
level). There will be a need, therefore, to ensure that the Neighbourhood 
Development Plan is properly aligned to the Local Plan and that land is 
allocated following a proper and robust assessment.  
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The village of Harrold is about 60 miles north of London in the county of 
Bedfordshire and is situated on the eastern borders of Northamptonshire and 
Buckinghamshire. It is nine miles north west of the county town of Bedford and 
is about 15 miles from both Northampton and Milton Keynes. Harrold is a 
riverside village with an ancient bridge over the River Great Ouse. It has a long 
rich history with archaeological finds dating back 4,500 years.  
 
The Parish of Harrold comprises about 750 dwellings, with a population of 
approximately 1,700. It is a designated rural service centre and has a wealth of 
architectural features, a good range of local amenities and services, excellent 
schools (comprising the Harrold Lower School and Harrold Priory Middle 
School) and a popular Country Park with interesting wildlife and picturesque 
walks. Community life continues to thrive and the village, which offers much 
character and traditional buildings, is surrounded by working farms and beautiful 
countryside. The parish of Harrold has always been well wooded and there are 
currently over 280 acres of woods and plantations. The principal wood is 
Dungee Wood in the extreme north of the parish.  
 

             

 
The church of St. Peter is also located in the village and faces the river, 
adjacent to Harrold Hall.  West of Harrold Hall, and also on the banks of the 
Ouse, near a corn mill, is the site of the priory. Harrold Green is at the heart of 
the village and is the centre for village events. On the triangular green, there is a 
small (late 17th or 18th-century) octagonal market-house, known as The 
Buttermarket. A small circular stone lock-up stands a little south of the 
marketplace and was used to detain drunks and suspected animals. These 
features, together with the Old Smithy, Old Courthouse and old school building 
are reminders of the past from which it has evolved. 
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It is essential that the special characteristics of the village are protected and 
enhanced and, in recognition of this, the proposed Vision is as follows:  
 

"To maintain Harrold's strong sense of place and local 
identity, respecting well designed growth that will help 

sustain local services, facilities and employment for the 
benefit of the community, whilst maintaining and 

protecting its rural setting" 
 
 

The Vision is supported by 5 draft objectives that are likely to 
form the basis of the Neighbourhood Plan – these are described 
in section 7 below and the views of the community on these 
and the supporting actions are very important.  
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DRAFT OBJECTIVES 
 

KEY THEME 1 – HOUSING AND THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT 
 

CORE OBJECTIVE 1 – TO INFLUENCE THE LOCATION, SCALE, DESIGN 
AND TYPE OF NEW HOUSING TO ENSURE THAT IT FITS WITH THE 
DISTINCTIVE CHARACTER OF HARROLD'S BUILT HERITAGE AND MEETS 
IDENTIFIED LOCAL HOUSING NEEDS 

 

There is a commitment to deliver a housing growth strategy tailored to the 
needs and context of the rural area and to ensure sensitive development which 
protects and enriches the landscape and village setting. Such development 
must also be in keeping with the character of the village and sensitively located 
so as to protect any desirable open spaces from being built on. Growth must be 
realistic, and any development will be of a scale to ensure that housing needs 
are met and  the infrastructure needs of the village are not compromised.  

Protecting and enhancing the built environment and unique characteristics of 
the area, from existing homes, workplaces, roads, historic buildings and the 
surrounding landscape, is paramount. A respected and well cared for local built 
environment can assist in the creation of sustainable communities. There is a 
positive commitment to ensure that all new development in Harrold should 
positively respect the shared heritage. One of the key provisions of the 
Neighbourhood Plan will, therefore, be to ensure that both the fabric and the 
setting of listed buildings and heritage assets continue to be protected and 
preserved. The long term sustainability of these assets is critical as they help 
maintain the character of the local area.   
 
The design and choice of building materials for any future developments should 
also be sympathetic to the existing landscape. An increase in population could 
help support and sustain local services and facilities, but growth must be 
appropriate to preserve the village as a great place to live. 
 
Critical in establishing local need has been the commissioning of a detailed 
housing needs survey to establish current and future demands.  
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Supporting Actions:  
 
1.  To support the assessment of local needs that has been commissioned to 

establish the type and amount of new housing that would help meet the 
current and future demands of the Parish. 

 
2. To carry out a robust assessment of the suitability of potential sites for 

development and, having regard to this, to propose the preferred site or 
sites for future residential development in the Parish in the light of the 
identification of any local housing need.  

 
3. To engage with the Parish to ascertain their views in relation to the 

acceptability of potential sites for development.  
 
4. To engage with landowners to ascertain whether they would be likely to 

seek the residential development of all or any of their land. 
 
5. To ensure quality design and building standards for all new developments. 
 
6. To ensure that transport infrastructure relating to proposed development 

sites minimises unnecessary traffic flow through the village and maximises 
the use of existing linkages.  

 
7. To identify any specific infrastructure requirement relating to new housing 

developments, in addition to infrastructure provision managed through 
Local Plan policies.  

 
8. To determine appropriate actions to ensure that key heritage assets are 

identified, protected and enhanced.  
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KEY THEME 2 – INFRASTRUCTURE AND ACCESS  
 

CORE OBJECTIVE 2 – TO PROMOTE INFRASTRUCTURE 
IMPROVEMENTS (SUCH AS IMPROVED TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT, 
CAR PARKING, PEDESTRIAN WALKING AND CYCLE ROUTES) 
NEEDED TO SUPPORT NEW DEVELOPMENT AND TO ENCOURAGE 
SAFE AND ACCESSIBLE MOVEMENT FOR PEDESTRIANS, 
CYCLISTS, MOTORISTS AND PUBLIC TRANSPORT 

 
There is a commitment to understand local issues, such as inconsiderate 
parking, vehicle speeding and the need for better provision for cyclists, 
pedestrians and equestrians, and to investigate opportunities to enable both 
new and, where possible, existing homes to be better served by physical 
infrastructure, including as appropriate improved traffic management, car 
parking, pedestrian walking and cycle routes that preserve and create a 
pleasant and safe environment. The plan should promote improvements to 
transport and utility infrastructure and to digital connectivity to meet the existing 
and future requirements of local residents. Similarly, any employment growth 
should be supported by adequate infrastructure and services.  
 
Many households today have access to the use of more than one car and the 
current parking facilities in the village are overloaded. Through a combination of 
the neighbourhood plan, and a complementary community strategy, the Parish 
Council will seek to ensure that any additional private cars in the village are 
accommodated through sufficient parking and safe access and, in addition, the 
plan should endeavour to promote alternative forms of transport such as public 
transport, cycling and walking.  

Supporting actions:  
 
1.  To seek specialist advice, such as transport or digital connectivity advice 
 (as required). 
 
2. To review parking provision, in both existing and potential new 

developments, to ensure adequate provision and safe access.  
 
3. To identify and address parking concerns at key locations in the village by 

safeguarding available sites and identifying where new parking might be 
provided and, as part of this review, to seek out and evaluate additional 
parking sites/areas such as unused verges and empty spaces.  

 

4. To identify possible sites for new footpaths/cycleways throughout the 
village as alternatives for movement, including new developments, that 
might potentially contribute to a reduction in the number of vehicles. 
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5. To review existing signage and the scope for signposting alternative routes 
to reduce the numbers of vehicles unnecessarily transiting the village. 

 

6. To investigate the scope for the delivery of superfast broadband services. 
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KEY THEME 3 – ENVIRONMENT AND THE COUNTRYSIDE 
 

CORE OBJECTIVE 3 – TO PROTECT THE PLACE DEFINING 
CHARACTERISTICS OF HARROLD'S SPECIAL LOCAL 
ENVIRONMENT AND ENRICHED COUNTRYSIDE AND TO ENSURE 
THAT NEW DEVELOPMENT CONTRIBUTES TO THE OPEN SPACE 
NEEDS OF THE LOCAL COMMUNITY AND PRESERVES THE 
NATURAL FEATURES IN THE DISTINCTIVE LANDSCAPE 

 
There is a commitment to recognise the considerable value of green space, the 
landscape and to support nature conservation. A strong aspect of the character 
of Harrold is its rural feel, its openness and the access residents enjoy to open 
space and the countryside. Protecting and enhancing the existing open spaces 
that have a clear community value and also promoting new communal open 
spaces, such as allotments or recreation areas if required, are important 
considerations in developing the plan.  
 
There is a need to sustain the vitality, health and pleasure of the community by 
ensuring that any proposed new development includes new appropriate and 
proportionate green spaces for leisure, recreation and enjoyment. 
 
Harrold is very fortunate to enjoy a first class and rich landscape - it has the very 
peaceful Churchyard, various areas of communal green space, miles of hedges 
(generally well kept and trimmed) and miles of footpaths and bridleways within 
the parish, with many more in the surrounding countryside.  
 
The existing views and vistas enjoyed across the countryside must be 
maintained to retain the “village feel” and “sense of place”. All future 
developments should, therefore, fully embrace the community’s distinctiveness. 
Natural features (such as small woodlands, in-field trees, hedgerows, ponds, 
streams, footpaths and bridleways within the parish) are significant landscape 
components that must be protected. 
 
Supporting Actions:  
 
1.  To safeguard existing green spaces of local importance and, where 

possible, to identify the most suitable sites for the provision of green 
spaces within any new developments or the creation of additional, 
enhanced green spaces within the village. 

 
2. To identify land for allotments or other communal open space, subject to a 

need being identified.  
 
3. To protect existing cemetery provision and ensure future provision.  
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4. To review opportunities to improve access to the countryside. 
 
5. To obtain any relevant information regarding conservation issues from 

sources such as Natural England, Campaign to Protect Rural England 
(CPRE), Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) etc.  

 
6. To understand the essence of these characteristics of the village and 

assess their importance and ensure that they are taken into account when 
developing the Neighbourhood Plan principles. 

 

                       
 
 

KEY THEME 4 – COMMUNITY FACILITIES  
 

CORE OBJECTIVE 4 – TO MAINTAIN AND IMPROVE LOCAL 
FACILITIES, AMENITIES AND SERVICES WHICH PROVIDE A 
COMMUNITY FOCUS AND HELP SUSTAIN THE VITALITY, 
HEALTH AND QUALITY OF LIFE OF ALL RESIDENTS 
 

There is a commitment to ensure the continued provision of a comprehensive 
range of local services and community facilities that meets local needs, such as 
the convenience store in the High Street, local garage and a good range of 
other business and customer services for local people, two public houses, 
restaurants and first class amenities.  
 
The amenities include the very popular and valued Country Park at the eastern 
end of Harrold Village with interesting wildlife and picturesque walks, the Harrold 
Centre, which opened in 1901 and is now used by many organisations including 
Harrold pre-school, always popular tennis courts, a thriving Bowls Club with 
indoor and outdoor facilities, Harrold Playing Fields which is managed by the 
Harrold Playing Fields Association, various children's play areas and the Harrold 
Medical Centre which opened in 1991. Community life continues to thrive with 
regular events held in the village.  
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There is also Harrold Lower School and Harrold Priory Middle School and these 
schools aspires to extend the age range to a single phase primary age 4 to 11 
provision for 2017/2018. For upper school provision, most children of school age 
travel by bus to Sharnbrook Upper School. Others travel to Bedford to attend 
the well regarded Harpur Trust schools or private schools.  
 
It is vital that realistic development in Harrold is supported by adequate local 
facilities and services to ensure a high quality of life for both current and future 
residents. The plan should encourage opportunities for all generations to 
participate in a range of educational, sporting and leisure activities and 
investigate opportunities to enable both new and, where possible, existing 
homes to be better served by telecommunications infrastructure. 
 
Supporting Actions:  
 
1. To consider the adequacy of the existing provision for Recreational, 

Sporting and Community facilities within the village and immediate area 
and, if any shortfalls are identified, to identify sites where new or enhanced 
facilities might best be located (whether within the existing built 
environment or in new development).  

 
2. To consider the provision of new or upgraded community facilities. 
 
3. To identify the features which contribute to the rich quality of life in the 

Parish and what other key attributes, events and activities might be 
exploited to increase its attractiveness for the community and visitors.  

 
4. To be a provider of educational excellence for young people in the village 

and the immediate locality and to identify land for any redevelopment 
and/or relocation that may be required to allow this to continue. 
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KEY THEME 5 – LOCAL ECONOMY 
 

CORE OBJECTIVE 5 – TO PROTECT AND STRENGTHEN THE 
ECONOMIC BENEFITS OF HARROLD AS A RURAL SERVICE 
AREA AND TO ENCOURAGE AND SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESS 
AND LOCAL MEASURES TO IMPROVE EMPLOYMENT 
PROSPECTS IN THE VILLAGE 
 

There is a continuing commitment to protect and strengthen the economic 
benefits of Harrold as a rural service area and to encourage and support local 
measures to improve employment prospects in the village. There is a need, 
therefore, to continue to promote business opportunities and to encourage and 
enable sustainable growth in local employment opportunities without negatively 
impacting on the existing infrastructure and services. This could include the 
provision of facilities for small businesses if need is identified.  
 
It is envisaged that any new development would be small in scale, in keeping 
with the character of the village, and that it would be sensitively located. There 
is a continued commitment to protect desirable open spaces in the village.  
 
Supporting Actions:  
 
1.  To gather an understanding of employment needs, threats to existing 

business and opportunities for sustainable growth, including an 
understanding of residents aspirations, and to consider as part of this 
employment patterns, adequacy of enabling infrastructure (access, 
parking, broadband provision, workforce skills etc) and local provision. 

 
2. To carry out a robust assessment of the suitability of existing employment 

sites and potential sites for development opportunities to provide further 
employment within the Parish and, having regard to this, to propose the 
preferred site or sites for the provision of new business units, including the 
consideration of live/work units and small self-contained office units. 

 
3. To engage with the Parish to ascertain their views in relation to any 

identified potential sites for development to provide further employment.  
 
4. To ensure sympathetic and quality design and building standards for all 

new development. 
 
5. To ensure that transport infrastructure relating to proposed development 

sites minimises unnecessary traffic flow through the village and maximises 
the use of existing linkages.  
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Note: The supporting actions need to be considered in the context of what the 
Neighbourhood Plan can and cannot achieve. Some of the actions under each objective 
identify issues that can be tackled in the Neighbourhood Plan, whilst other may be more 
suited to action planning and may be included into a non-statutory action plan.  
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
 
Community engagement in relation to Neighbourhood Plans is necessary and 
important for several reasons. Whilst it is a requirement of planning legislation, it 
is also essential in developing consensus and creating community support.  
 
Finding out what people think and drawing on their skills and knowledge is an 
important part of developing the evidence base for an area and developing the 
Neighbourhood Plan, leading to more realistic and deliverable plans and 
policies. Failure to engage communities properly at an early stage is one of the 
main causes of the conflict later in the planning process, and this can lead to 
additional costs and delays. 
 
In recognition of this, a Community Engagement Strategy has been adopted by 
the Parish Council to help guide the process of community and stakeholder 
engagement that is needed to produce an informed and relevant community-led 
Neighbourhood Plan for Harrold. The adopted Strategy is available at 
www.harrold.info and it sets out a range of activities and actions that can be 
taken to draw information from the community in and around Harrold and its 
environs. Effective engagement with local residents, community groups, 
businesses, and service providers in Harrold and adjoining areas is a crucial 
aspect in creating a credible plan. 
 
Community engagement should be undertaken before work commences on the 
Neighbourhood Plan and throughout the process of plan preparation. There will, 
therefore, be further opportunities to engage with the process, including: 
 

 The continued availability of the launch event posters on the 
www.harrold.info website for a period of at least 6 weeks.  

 
 The publication of a summary of consultation responses. 

 
 A neighbourhood questionnaire to gather information from the community 

and stakeholders.  
 

 Local focus groups will be identified and a consultation meeting arranged.  

http://www.bletsoe.net/
http://www.bletsoe.net/
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 The continuous update of the website www.harrold.info. 
 

 A further consultation feedback exhibition will be held when the Plan has 
been developed and refined and where the draft options will be shared in 
a public exhibition. 

  
 The referendum itself (which involves a simple “yes” or “no” vote). 

 
Harrold Parish Council as the lead organisation in the Neighbourhood Plan 
project, through a wider Steering Group, have agreed to adopt a set of key 
commitments on community and stakeholder engagement revolving around 
transparency and inclusivity, but subject to proportionality. All information 
collected to inform plan making will be openly available and every endeavour 
will be made to communicate in a form best suited to each person or group. 
There is an open agreement to meet individuals and groups during the project 
whatever their views and opinions as resources reasonably allow. 
 

 

 
 

              

http://www.bletsoe.net/
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THE LAUNCH EVENT – 11/12 NOVEMBER 2016 
 
This launch event is a critical step and important in understanding and defining 
issues and aims of the Plan, and to inform the overall vision and to start to 
create a sense of wider ownership of the Plan. 
 

The event will be held at the United Reform Church on two dates to ensure 
good coverage in the village and to encourage turn-out: 
  
 Friday 11 November 2016   6.00pm - 9.00pm 
 Saturday 12 November 2016  10.00am - 5.00pm 
  
Exhibition posters will cover the following: 
 

 Information on Neighbourhood Planning. 
 Details of the progress made to date and the next steps.  
 Map of the designated Neighbourhood Area.  
 Information on how the community can be involved as volunteers. 
 The anticipated Project Timeline. 
 The draft Vision, Objectives and Supporting Actions. 
 Details of potential locations for growth. 

 
Comments and suggestions will be immensely welcome at the launch event and 
throughout the process. To provide a good structure to the launch, and to 
encourage feedback, it is proposed that attendees will be invited, through the 
use of sticky notes provided, to make observations. 
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Sticky notes will enable visitors to provide comments, suggestions and support 
(or otherwise) for the Vision, the 5 draft objectives and the various supporting 
actions. These objectives are likely to become the basis for the 
Neighbourhood Plan, so comments are essential.  
 
The responses may identify that further objectives are necessary if it is felt that 
something has been missed or if there is an issue of particular relevance to the 
area. Key questions at the event are likely to be: 
 

 How do you think we can make Harrold an even better place 
to live? 

 How can Harrold grow a sustainable and vibrant community? 
 What is missing in Harrold? 
 What are the key issues and concerns? 
 What should be valued, preserved and exploited in the 

community? 
 What should be improved or changed in the village? 

 
Objectives will be finalised after all consultation has been completed so 
the comments received are important. 

 
After the event, details of the emerging Neighbourhood Plan and consultation 
responses should continue to be available to the community for reference on the 
website at www.harrold.info. 
 
 

               

http://www.bletsoe.net/

