Harrold Resident Questionnaire
Q3 2017
Results and preliminary analysis

77.5% of respondents agree that Harrold’s Neighbourhood Plan
should include new housing specifically for local people
Q1 Please indicate how strongly you agree or disagree that our
Neighbourhood Plan should include new housing specifically for local people
Strongly Disagree,
Somewhat
4.2%
Disagree, 6.1%

Neither,
12.2%
Somewhat Agree,
27.5%

Source: Harrold Resident Survey, June-August 2017, N=378

Strongly Agree,
50.0%

The single most popular opinion on number of new homes in
Harrold is 25-30, supported by nearly 40% of respondents

More than three quarters
(76.5%) of respondents
chose an option below or
equal to 50 homes

Q2 In your opinion, how many new homes
should be built in the parish of Harrold in the
period to 2035?
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The weighted average
response is 49 new
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Source: Harrold Resident Survey, June-August 2017, N=375
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Sites 143 and 482, both at Odell Road, are the only ones with net approval ratings.
Three sites have strong disapproval ratings: 579 (Orchard Lane), 137 and 138 (Brook Lane)
Q5 How much do you approve or disapprove of the following locations for new homes?
Please bear in mind that the final choice of sites will depend on their suitability.
% rating out of maximum 4 rating based on 0-4
scoring of strongly agree, somewhat agree, neither
agree nor disagree, somewhat disagree, strongly
disagree

Approval/Disapproval balance based on sum
of Strongly/Somewhat Approve –
Strongly/Somewhat Disapprove
Site 143: Land at Odell Road
(4.1 hectares) [40 dwellings]
Site 482: Land at Odell Road
(7.56 hectares) [60 dwellings]
Site 606: Priory Farm (10.57
hectares) [150 dwellings]
Site 139: Land at Orchard Lane
(Site 1) (0.7 hectares) [10…
Site 140: Land at Orchard Lane
(Site2) (0.881 hectares) [15 -…
Site 138: Land at Brook Lane
(0.9 hectares) [15 dwellings]
Site 137: Land at Brook Lane
and Recreation Ground…
Site 579: Land East of Orchard
Lane (4.47 hectares) [135…

Site 143: Land at Odell Road (4.1
hectares) [40 dwellings]
Site 482: Land at Odell Road (7.56
hectares) [60 dwellings]
Site 606: Priory Farm (10.57
hectares) [150 dwellings]
Site 140: Land at Orchard Lane
(Site2) (0.881 hectares) [15 - 20…
Site 139: Land at Orchard Lane (Site
1) (0.7 hectares) [10 dwellings]

Site 138: Land at Brook Lane (0.9
hectares) [15 dwellings]
Site 137: Land at Brook Lane and
Recreation Ground (1.305…
Site 579: Land East of Orchard Lane
(4.47 hectares) [135 dwellings]
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Source: Harrold Resident Survey, June-August 2017, N=346
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Source: Harrold Resident Survey, June-August 2017, N=346

Opposition to Site 579 remains strong: nearly half oppose any scale of
development. Smaller developments are acceptable to a majority at
sites 143 and 606
Q6 Some of these sites may be acceptable to you with fewer houses than proposed. For each site, please indicate
which lower number of houses you would approve of, or whether you still object to any development altogether.
No houses are 1-10 houses 11-20 houses 21-30 houses 31-40 houses 41-50 houses are
acceptable
acceptable are acceptable are acceptable are acceptable are acceptable
Site 143:
Land at Odell
22%
19%
Road [40
dwellings
proposed]
Site 579:
Land East of
47%
17%
Orchard Lane
[135 dwellings
proposed]
Site 606:
Priory Farm
29%
11%
[150 dwellings
proposed]
Source: Harrold Resident Survey, June-August 2017,

Average
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Average
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N=346

Some respondents suggested alternatives to proposed
development locations
Q7: Are there any other locations which you think are suitable for new houses?
Site suggestions
• Fields behind Roman
Paddock and
Harewelle Way
• Anywhere on the
outskirts where the
roads can be
improved and it does
not affect the already
congested high street
and Brook Lane
• Town House Farm off
High Street
• 1 of the farms at the
top of new road
• Away from centre of
village

Infill suggestions
• There is an abandoned building site adjacent to No 68
hairdressers in Roman Paddock which would accommodate a
couple of houses. It would greatly improve the look of the
village if built on
• Should support infill sites on large plots or replace large plots
with smaller dwellings
• Infill sites School Lane
• Any pockets of land suitable for 1-2 homes to cut down as
larger developments as possible
• I do not feel the infrastructure of the village can cope with any
more large scale developments. Priority should be infill or to
only develop on sites where there is absolutely zero impact
on existing residents. I am sure there are plenty of sites where
one of two houses could be added without anyone being
impacted. For example, recent additions on the High Street.
We do not have roads and facilities to cope with large scale
developments. I think 30 new houses in total should be the
absolute limit for the village.
• Brown field sites within the village
• The cordoned off area in Roman Paddock, next The Parish
Council

8% of respondents indicated that they did not want development or other
sites, suggested locations outside of Harrold, or implied opposition to any
development in Harrold
Q7: Are there any other locations which you think are suitable for new houses?
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Bedford!. should develop brown field sites and actively upwards than on rural land/fill in villages to prevent North Beds being an extension
of Bedford
New home builds should be designated near cities and towns NOT villages. I moved to a village, I waited 3 years for a suitable property to
come on to the market, this is the reason why people like me wish to live in a village. It is special environment! Previously, I lived near a
Town and the development of new homes eventually caused me to move to a village because I wanted to enjoy a village lifestyle not a
town or city crowded lifestyle. I waited 3 years for a suitable property to come on the market. I sacrificed many conveniences to live in a
village. Might I remind you of the definition of a village: A group of houses and associated buildings, larger than a hamlet and smaller than
a town, situated in a rural area.
Carlton!
Bozeat could be redeveloped; it's pretty tatty and has good road links. Development round there would help its infrastructure.
between Luton and Bedford where there is already some new construction and better existing infrastructure and less harm to the
countrysie
Nearer bedford town
Lavendon
Out of the village towards Lavendon. Too much traffic in Harrold already, at least out west from village the traffic will largely be flowing to
MK or Bedford on A428
No, the road infrastructure will not allow access, egress within the village. Eventually the village would require a bypass as the high street
couldn't be widened to accommodate traffic
None suitable
No. Lack of suitable road structure through Harrold means development should be minimal. Given growth employment area in Milton
Keynes, traffic from any Unilever site development will come through Harrold. Hence 1) we can only have small development in west of
village eg 606 south. Integrated response required if Sharnbrook goes ahead then none for Harrold.
Harrold is now becoming more crowded and the roads are unable to cope!
No, we shouldn't expand the village so much so that it is largely just housing estates
None- keep the landscapes as they are don't ruin them

Respondents made other comments about the proposed sites
and development sites in general
Q7: Are there any other locations which you think are suitable for new houses?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

I have tried to choose areas that could be considered infill to minimise the visual impact of developments and to avoid
more green space and agricultural land being sacrificed
Most negative impacts can be resolved through a section 106 agreement. My biggest concern is that BBC use the
Community Infrastructure Levy and and therefore any sites we choose should have specific mitigation measures
agreed to stop BBC taking 75% of the money
I think having farmland/countryside is important for Harrold. The sites proposed up Orchard Lane/Wood Road would
take away the nice fields etc where people walk dogs and would mean it is less peaceful at the Harrold allotments
143 & 482 have a lot of wildlife such as geese, deer & bats.
Areas that do not impact wildlife like Geese, deer, birds & bats. Not 143 or 482 as these lands have all the mentioned
wildlife.
Site 140 at Orchard Lane (for some small bungalows) must be the last piece of "home" building the parish can cope
with for the next 50 years - everywhere else is saturated
I would be in favour of all the large plots if a new access road linked all 3, bypassing the village centre.
Not another location but I would not object to new housing on a segment of site 606, i.e. the section to the north of
New Road. I am absolutely opposed to ribbon development on the roads entering Harrold.
Since every parish council has to complete a plan, it is important to see what is proposed in the neighbouring parishes
before reaching a final decision.
I think that it is imperative that we consider the surrounding villages also. We need to look collecively at the risk of
over development. THere is pressure on all vilages and it seems that there is a very real possibility that North
Bedfordshire will be over developed and lose it's rural identity. It is not for North Beds. villages to blindly accept urban
overspill from London. Infrastructure is already strained.

Respondents strongly disapprove of high density
housing and a majority favour low density
Q8: How much would you approve or disapprove of these different
levels of housing density for future development in Harrold?

Disapprove
Approve

-25%
58%

-37%
42%

-75%
11%
Source: Harrold Resident Survey, June-August 2017, N=339

Low (less than 20 per
hectare/8 per acre)

Medium (20 to 50 per
hectare/9 to 20 per acre)

High (over 50 per
hectare/over 20 per acre)

Most respondents would prefer to see several smaller
developments rather than a single larger development
Q9 New houses could be concentrated in one single development (of perhaps 25 houses
or more), or fewer, smaller developments, or even individual plots accommodating just
one house. Please indicate your preference for larger or smaller housing developments

Don’t know, 14%

One single,
larger
development,
17%

Four or more
smaller
developments,
39%

Two or three
medium sized
developments,
30%
Source: Harrold Resident Survey, June-August 2017, N=343

The most popular types of housing would be eco-friendly, affordable
homes and sheltered accommodation for the elderly.
The least popular are three-story houses and flats/apartments
Q3 Please indicate how much you agree or disagree about which types of
housing are needed in any new housing developments in the Village.

73%
72%
72%
68%
67%
61%
56%
55%
49%
43%
37%

Eco-friendly housing
Affordable homes for sale or rent
Sheltered accommodation for elderly
Retirement housing
Semi detached/terraced - 2/3 beds
Bungalows
Detached - 3 or more bedrooms
Housing with larger gardens
Housing with smaller gardens
Flats/Apartments
Three-storey houses

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

% rating out of maximum 4 rating based on 0-4 scoring of strongly agree, somewhat agree, neither agree
nor disagree, somewhat disagree, strongly disagree
Source: Harrold Resident Survey, June-August 2017, N=365

The most popular reasons for supporting new housing are:
Allowing local young people to remain living in the parish
Enabling older people to move into more suitable accommodation
Supporting local businesses and community groups and facilities
Q4 People who support new housing may do so for a number of different reasons.
Which of the following reasons to support new housing do you agree with? (tick all that
apply)
New housing allows local young people to remain living in the
Parish

77%

New housing enables older people to move into more suitable
accommodation

67%

New housing helps to support local businesses and community
groups and facilities

50%

New housing is required to meet the assessment of housing
need in the Borough

36%
32%

New housing enhances the village culture and social mix
New housing brings new funding for infrastructure such as
roads and other facilities

30%
28%

New housing increases the vibrancy of the village
None of these - I do not support new housing in Harrold

Source: Harrold Resident Survey, June-August 2017, N=358

10%

Increased traffic and congestion is by far the biggest potential problem
from new development perceived by respondents. Increased demand
for medical facilities and insufficient parking are also major concerns
Q10 New housing development can cause a number of potential problems, some of which are listed below.
Please indicate which of these problems you think could be the three most significant for Harrold. Indicate the
most significant problem as 1, the second
New housing leads to increased traffic and congestion in Harrold as a
whole
Local medical facilities (inc. Harrold Medical Practice) cannot deal
with the increased demand
There are not enough parking spaces in Harrold to accommodate
demand from new housing
New housing will negatively affect the landscape and views of existing
residents

14%

Local schools cannot accommodate demand from new housing

13%

New housing makes it more difficult for existing residents to access
their properties
Local infrastructure, such as water and sewerage, cannot meet the
needs of new housing
The style and appearance of new housing will not be appropriate for
Harrold
There will be a negative impact on the views as you enter or exit the
village
New housing will increase the risk of flooding in Harrold as a whole

Source: Harrold Resident Survey, June-August 2017, N=312
Based on % of maximum rating available

64%
36%
32%

11%
10%
8%

7%
5%

The major concerns related to housing design are sufficient off street
parking and reflecting the village character. Energy efficient design also
has some importance
Q11 A number of issues can be considered when thinking about the design of new housing in Harrold. Please
indicate which of these issues you think are the three most significant for new housing in Harrold. Indicate the
most significant issue as 1, the se

66%

Houses should have sufficient off street parking

56%

Housing design should respect the existing character of the village

Houses should be energy efficient and have low environmental
impact

35%
16%

Houses should have large enough gardens and surrounding space

15%

Building construction should be of the highest quality

Rooms in new houses should not be too small

Source: Harrold Resident Survey, June-August 2017, N=313
Based on % of maximum rating available

8%

There is strong support for a Village Design Statement
and all of its proposed elements
Q12 How much do you agree or disagree that our
Neighbourhood Plan should include a Village Design
Statement describing design standards for new housing?

How much do you agree or disagree that the Harrold Neighbourhood Plan
should require that new houses and major extensions are designed in
harmony with nearby properties, by setting standards …?

% Strongly or Somewhat Agree
Q13 for car parking spaces
Somewhat
Agree,
19%
Strongly
Agree,
76%

Neither
agree nor
disagree,
4%
Somewhat
Disagree,
1%
,
Strongly
0%
Disagree,
1%

Q14 for the size of gardens and other
outdoor space

97%
72%

Q15 to do with the height of buildings

93%

Q15 to do with the shape and size of
buildings

88%

Q15 to do with the external finish of
buildings

93%

Source: Harrold Resident Survey, June-August 2017, N=329
Q16 the Harrold Neighbourhood Plan should ensure that planning consent
should be dependent on the protection of trees and hedges

88%

Q17 Our Neighbourhood Plan should identify locally important built
heritage assets as protected assets
Q17 Our Neighbourhood Plan should make provision for maps, direction
signage and information boards to highlight key heritage assets, as long as
they are not intrusive and do not detract from the beauty of the area

94%
77%

Nearly four in five respondents agree Harrold is peaceful and safe, and
less than a third think it suffers from unacceptable levels of antisocial
behaviour and criminal activity
Q18 Thinking about your experience of living in Harrold, how much
do you agree or disagree with the following statements?
98.5%

Harrold has good access to the countryside

85.5%

Harrold has a good rural atmosphere
Harrold has good local services

79.2%

Harrold is a peaceful and safe neighbourhood

78.3%

Harrold has a strong sense of community

77.7%
70.5%

Harrold is a quiet village
There are plenty of activities in Harrold for those who want them

65.7%

Social cohesion in Harrold is good

64.5%
62.4%

If I choose to, I can have a say in decisions that affect the Parish
Harrold suffers from unacceptable levels of antisocial behaviour
Harrold suffers from unacceptable levels of criminal activity

Source: Harrold Resident Survey, June-August 2017, N=332

33.4%
31.0%

% Strongly or somewhat agree

Q19 Comments about specific
development sites/issues (1)
•

•
•
•
•
•

•
•

•
•

I think the current new housing is boring and ugly! It would be brilliant to have some imagination and variety. I am so tired of looking at
beige brick. The layout of the street leaves little room for trees and gardens. I wouldn't object to new housing as much if it looked less like
a toy town and more like somewhere people would want to live. More creative shapes, freedom to have other shades of colour, wooden
cladding, eco housing. A beautiful old village that has embraced affordable but modern alternative architecture. Much more visually
satisfying.
The fenced off abandoned area on left just after office car park on entering Roman Paddock is disgraceful. It has been left in a scruffy
dangerous state for years at least 7 years. The landowner should be forced to something with it
I understand that new housing is required however we must also build new schools, hospitals, GP surgeries, prisons, support our local
emergency services and ensure all infrastructure to support an increase in village population is put in place before building takes place or
during. This is vital!
The production of a neighbourhood plan should not be used as a delay tactic in slowing down the consent to build process
The bottom of Orchard Lane could not cope with a new housing development in Orchard Lane as this entrance is already too busy at
certain times of the day. Also I am concerned that a fire engine could not be able to access our house as parking on that part of the lane is
severely congested. A new housing development could only make this worse.
I appreciate the need for new houses but hope sites can be found where there is zero impact on existing residents. Even if one person
objects this objection should be taken seriously. Planning decisions can cause no end of stress and unhappiness. I don't think Harrold
needs any more large scale developments. We were asssured that Roman Paddock and Eagle Way would be the last large scale
expansions.
Any new development should be on the outskirts and should have new improved bypass roads to take traffic away from the village.
If we have to have additional housing, it should be the very minimum (25 only) and spread fairly evenly across the village so that all areas
have disruption to their lives kept to a minimum. Also planning permission should be refused as a principle for those people who buy
bungalows in the village, only to knock them down and build a two storey house or extend into the roof. Also the selling off of gardens to
be used as building plots should stopped.
A developer inspired road linking Little Odell to the Lavendon Road, west of the village, MUST be part of a development plan
All new development must have attenuation ponds (flooding) with Devt 579 having surface water systems connected directly to fire
station lake - see sketch on plan

Q19 Comments about specific
development sites/issues (2)
•

•
•

•
•

•

I've always found it a friendly and welcoming village which used to have a rural atmosphere but I'm concerned by the creeping
urbanisation. Eg rapidly increasing population, urban-style 'anywhere' housing in existing developments, proliferation of street furniture,
ugly street lighting. I support new housing due to pressure of need but it has to fit in and 'belong'. Remove the majority of street furniture,
upgrade the lighting Odell-style, retain green spaces within the village.
It is a lovely village that has a lot to offer by adding more housing I think we will see a change to the dynamic of the village and the
community will be lost. In my opinion it would be a crying shame
Harrold is already too busy. There is insufficient infrastructure, road access and resources to build any further houses. There are far better
locations elsewhere in the County. It would be a tragedy to build further houses - one that could not be repaired once built. It will cause
increased pollution in an area where many people come from 3 Counties (the Country park) to get some fresh air. It will cause significant
environmental and wildlife damage in an area which is sanctuary to many people/wildlife (just look at the rejuvenation of wildlife in the
Country Park in recent times). The village has suffered enough in the past with quarrying. It should not suffer again. The school is already
struggling and an influx of further children will put an old, crumbling school on its knees. Increased population will also put tremendous
pressure on the inadequate medical services in the area. It is not near any significant A road and accessibility to local and national work
places including London and Cambridge is already very difficult due to the road network, lack of public transport and the congestion
coming into Bedford from the North. Concreting over Harrold will only cause more strain on our waterways as water runs off the
remaining fields over concrete and into the rivers - and the river itself has burst its banks on many occasions recently so although these
sites are not necessarily in a flood plain they will add to the pressures on the river and will cause more flooding.
New housing should be built on the outskirts of the village and kept to a minimum. Harold's charm is the space and green around it, what
a shame to ruin it.
Any house building needs to be kept to a minimum. All houses that have to be built should obviously be on the western side so traffic
would largely not go through the village as it is more likely to be going to MK or Bedford on A428. There are clearly further plans for house
building in Sharnbrook which will inevitably lead to vast increases in Traffic commuting to MK. If we re not careful we will lose one of the
few real rural areas in our region. Before we know it we will need a bypass around the village and that will only lead to even more houses,
and the inevitable merge into a part of the ever expanding MK
Reduce light pollution and collaborate with other villages so their light does not affect the valley at night. We enjoy a pristine night sky
along the Great Ouse Valley. Developments in Thurleigh/Bletsoe/Sharnbrook will potentially ruin this natural wildlife river valley. Zebra
crossing lights should be turned off at 11pm and no extraneous "fairy" or other lights on the Green. Please leave Harrold as unaffected.
Please no village stone signs (£3000 each 3x=£9000) as proposed by HPC. Harrold is an unpretentious village which is lovely. We don't

Q19 Comments about traffic, speeding
and parking (1)
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Too many yellow lines on High Street encourage fast driving in the evening. eg junction of High St and Church Walk. Before yellow lines
cars parked along the side of the road discouraged fast driving
I have lived in the village for 20 years on the high street. I have supported previous development of new housing and the village has grown
a lot and is now large enough. This is mainly due to increased amount of traffic through the village which makes living on the high street
noisy and can't sleep with the windows open any more. Would dread even more traffic and may end up moving as a result!
Better parking for residents living near/on the Green
At the end of Wood Road is a bridleway (or Boatway by council recognition) which is not maintained and is being damaged by daily cars
and vans going to the allotments. a few drive too fast and cause concern to the houses on the bridleway. Should they be driving on the
bridleway which is for pedestrians and horses? Can we have a slow sign put up? Also used occasionally by noisy trail bikes. They should not
be there
I would like to see speed cameras along the High Street as people still speed despite the 20mph signs. Outside Oakley Arms pub and on
bends is especially dangerous
Less parking on main road leading to congestion
Parking at Coop - restrictions are ignored. These should be implemented properly
Double yellow lines on the corner of the Oakley Arms
Average speed cameras through the village
Improve school dropoff zones - create a dropoff area to improve flow of traffic especially with the buses
Traffic at school time can be a problem
The area of high street from the Green to the 1-way passpoint has become significantly more congested on the road
The 20mph speed limit is a very good recent development and needs to be enforced
The speed limit of 30 has been extended since I have lived here but it seems to have little effect along the Odell Road and I would
welcome further traffic calming measures
Too many street signs has impacted on village feel. Too urban. Too many road markings
Do more to stop speeding motorists along Odell Road
The bottom of Orchard Lane could not cope with a new housing development in Orchard Lane as this entrance is already too busy at
certain times of the day. Also I am concerned that a fire engine could not be able to access our house as parking on that part of the lane is
severely congested. A new housing development could only make this worse.

Q19 Comments about traffic, speeding
and parking (2)
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

I have lived in Harrold all my 67 years. There are too many cars parked on the side of the road. You have to drive on the right side of the
road (anyone would think we are in France). Can't see when coming out of New Road because of parked cars. or from Lavendon can't see
traffic coming out of Harrold
Any new development should be on the outskirts and should have new improved bypass roads to take traffic away from the village.
Harrold need to have better cycling routes to encourage children to ride - Harrold is very anti-bike.
Not enough parking at Doctors surgery. Meadway often congested with parked vehicles causing problems for me and my neighbour to get
cars out of our driveways
Crack down on parents who at school times ignore the priority system at road narrowing and cause mayhem
The entrance/exit to Orchard Lane is very narrow and could not cope with all the extra cars a new housing development would bring. We
also have concerns that emergency services would not be able to access Orchard Lane if there are more cars parking there.
Better transport provision to reduce private car traffic.
There is too much on street parking. more off street parking is requested. The congestion is very bad
Parking is becoming a major issue
High street speed limits are ignored
The traffic is very bad and should be considered carefully when planning housing. Also cars shouldn't be allowed to clog up the road when
collecting delivering school children (could they be dropped at cricket pavilion and walk through)
The volume of traffic flowing through existing roads, such as Orchard Lane and the High Street is becoming extremely dangerous for those
residents that use those roads to access/exit the village. The additional volume of traffic that will inenvitably be caused by additional
housing (and the increase in residents taking their children to school, going to the surgery and shops) will make these streets dangerous
for both car users and those walking.
Speed cameras at entrance points to the village would have been more effective than signage and road painting. parking in dangerous
places appears to be on the increase
Harrold High Street now carries too much through traffic.
Do more to counteract poor driving/speeding behaviours in the high street and in Odell Road/Carlton Road
20mph limit at both ends of high st, speed bumps and cameras and top and bottom end to prevent speeding and cars being knocked,
which seems to happen often
The inconsiderate parking on and around the school at busy times. Plus the inconsiderate parking outside the co-op.
Better traffic management of high street - a car park would help

Q19 Comments about traffic, speeding
and parking (3)
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Introduce speed tables at Odell Road /High St Jct ; Odell Road /Little Odell Jct ; Orchard Lane/ High St Jct ; High St/The Green - recent
initiatives to reduce speed from daily observations are just being ignored by through traffic .
Orchard Lane already far too busy - no new developments should go ahead that use Orchard Lane as access. School parking issue needs
resolving.
High street access during school start/finish times is getting worse- too many cars taking children to school. Deliveries to the co op need
better planning or should be delivered to the rear
Better bus services
A more frequent bus service and one that runs later than the current one. Also a service which would go down to Lavendon for connection
to other places rather than having to go into Bedford to come back out again
A bus service connecting Lavendon, Turvey & Olney. Harrold Medical Practice has Lavendon residents years there's no bus! Olney is ten
minutes away, yet no bus! It's ridiculous.
Bus services must be maintained and the local population encouraged to use them. This will alleviate the traffic problems.
Parking for the school has to be addressed as does parking for retail outlets.
Speeding along high st towards Lavenden out of 20 zone is ridiculous when only 1 lane available due to parked cars.
30 should be extended passed residence on Cracknell hill.
More car parking facilities needed in the centre of the village.
General parking and traffic along the high street needs to be managed and policed. Mainly school parking and idiots double parking.
Bus services must be maintained and the local population encouraged to use them. This will alleviate the traffic problems.
The Traffic is absolutely terrible at times
Poor traffic flow and obstructions. Limited visibility of oncoming traffic at all points from Western edge through Spices of Paradise
restaurant. No parking enforcement.
Parking along the high street, particularly at school drop off times causes congestion and also the parking outside the co op
Transport links a real issue to those who don't drive

of road making it almost impossible to drive out without taking a ... of not seeing cars, cycles, pedestrians.
Can see no solution to narrow access therefore strongly advise no further building in this area. Particularly area 579 on the housing location map.
New housing estate in Eagle Way has left older houses with much reduced parking!
Vehicles parking both sides of the road from the Green to near the butchers
Large delivery vehicles near the Coop can cause obstruction
Parking on the high street - on corner and bends
Ignoring the yellow lines - Orchard Lane
Village centre by Coop. deliveries at quieter time of day
The bend around the Oakley Arms and Muntjac pubs is often blocked with parked cars on both sides of a very narrow corner with little visibility.
The Green and High Street and lower half of Roman Paddock is extremely congested at school times. I live in Roman Paddock and need to leave for work at this time in the morning and
find it very difficult to turn into the High Street. Could it be possible to hire a lollipop lady or similarly encourage walking to school and reduce car dropoffs?
Poor visibility when coming out of Roman Paddock due to delivery lorries to the Coop - many times each day
High Street throughout most of its length, footpath parking
High Street in the vicinity of the narrowing
Yellow line missing, prohibiting parking during school peak hours. Been missing for years. Sign still displayed
The school run traffic always causes problems. Not so much the buses but the private cars.
Average speed camera on High Street from Dove Lane to Mansion Lane
- lorries going up Orchard Lane - restricted times
- speed of tractors up Orchard Lane - speed camera
- High street - traffic lights by the give way part (always a challenge)
School opening and closing times are an issue as there are buses and cars congregating at the same place for the same time twice a day. Could there be a staggering of the bus arrival
times? Could parents be encouragd to walk the children to school? Could parents arrange crocodiles with the children to prevent car use?
Pedestrian crossings at both entrances to Country Park. Particularly at the entrance opposite Back Way where on exiting the park traffic coming from the left (often travelling at at least
30mph) cannot be seen
Parking on the high street particularly at the Lavendon end where 2 new houses have impacted hugely on the number of parking spaces available for residents with no parking. Visibility
coming out of New Road is dreadful
High street
People parking opposite Daniel James - sometimes 3 or 4 cars causing a slowdown of traffic and dangerous - maybe they could be offered parking in the Harrold Centre car park.
Parking and congestion along Orchard Lane especially at the bottom of the lane a constant nightmare - and parking in Brook Lane a nightmare for residents especially on bin day!

Q25 Comments on traffic and parking

Set up a walking bus so children can be dropped off at a suitable location and walk to school
It would be excellent if there was a designated cycle lane between Odell and Sharnbrook. Older children could then cycle to school safely
Poor parking behaviour on the Green, outside the school by parents dropping children off and cars using the entrance to the Green as a turning point - an accident will happen! The children
need to be better protected from a chaotic traffic situation
Enforcement of speed limit and parking restrictions in centre of village
Extend 20mph limit to whole of village

Q19 Village maintenance comments
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

•

Are the streets ever swept? It is untidy. There are numerous poorly or unpruned trees and bushes around - along the back path is the most
obvious location. The volume of litter is variable, similar dog waste, communal grassed areas are poorly maintained by whoever is
responsible. This could be improved by one body taking responsibility
Larger bins required outside Coop. The current ones frequently full and overflowing
Having lived here for over 43 years I have seen many changes. The general upkeep has been getting gradually worse. Contracts given to
businesses to perform tasks should not be renewed if their standard of work has been poor and they have not kept to the agreements
made - ie maintenance of Brook Lane's brook! Brook Lane is frequented by many walkers/ramblers and it's sad to say it's in a such a poor
state. The brook has not been cleaned this year and needs it done, weeds growing everywhere along the road, the footpath linking to
Wood Road in a bad state too.
Odell Road not only has a speeding problem it also has a brook running down it to the lakes which although a lot of money was spent on
redrainage, the brook hasn't been cleaned for many a year. It also has a terrible footpath running down to the fire station which is narrow
and never gets cleaned from one year to the next. Suppose you would say this is Odell's responsibility
I have never known the village to look so uncared for in over 70 years. Brook Lane is an utter disgrace, the brook has weeds growing in it
and is never cleaned. Weeds along the walls, the water standard opp No 54 covered in weeds. Backway rarely cleaned or cleared of
rubbish. Bring back a local person to keep Harrold clean and tidy, ie Road sweeper
the level of littering and dog messing makes me wonder about the empathy of people to their fellow villagers
Also outside of the fish bar is a disgrace, and spoils the appearance of the high street.
More pride in how the village looks i.e. Less littering.
In respect to some of the brooks and cannalised drainage streams is there any scope to create sustainable urban drainage areas to such as
managed water gardens and water meadows that will flood and absorb water in times of high water levels benefiting wildlife and slowly
releasing water in the brooks and in to river. This will could then provide green space amenity, reducing flood risk and benefiting wildlife
beyond the country park.
In cemetery dog owners to keep dog on a short leash than extendable and off all grass than allowing dog onto grass at present

Q19 Policing and ASB Comments
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

there are more youths hanging around in the evening. this needs to be carefully reviewed so it does not escalate. Also as many young
children grow up more options for something for them to do will be important
I have lived in the village for a year and have never seen a neighbourhood policing patrol. This should take place for public reassurance and
to consult with villagers if they have any issues
Any means of reducing crime/anti social behaviour should be adopted if within the budget allocated
CCTV is expensive and to some degree a waste of taxpayers hard earned money
I love living in Harrold. but there is one thing that spoils it for me: the very late night after hours drinking at the Muntjac Pub
The Muntjac pub appears to use the pathway outside the front door as an extension of the pub when there is room at the back for outside
drinking. This is most disturbing late at night when the pub is still open at 1.30-2.30am on many occasions
Parish Council to provide: stronger collective and consistent message on working together on asb and such issues not demonising or
naming individuals to challenge discriminatory attitudes and inflammatory speech (re social media)
CCTV - to highlight any antisocial/criminal behaviour and give potential to follow this up with the police
Would be nice to have a local police officer again as things were so much better then. Pilgrims housing should not be permitted to house
known drug addicts as this has proved to result in many burglaries and general nuisance to residents.
Improved policing to deter anti-social behaviour
Anti-social behaviour- we have experienced youths drinking/smoking cannabis in the parks or down by the river.
The conditions outlined on signage at entrances to the Lower Green need enforcing. Some visitors make a point of leaving their rubbish
(kicking it before vacating)
I am concerned about the Hippy type deadbeats that congregate at the Riverside behind the Green. They are doing drugs and making bbqs
when there are signs that forbid this. It seems that no one inspects or police's this beautiful place.
Policing areas where youths congregate to smoke drugs (park, village green etc)
Rapid turnover of residents in parts of Peachs Close prevents social cohesion.
I have been a victim of crime and would therefore like to see more in the way of village led security.
I would think CCTV investment might solve some of the anti social activity and perhaps a Bobby on the beat, unlikely in these times of
austerity... But, if a, or two, specific officers were responsible for police duties for the village even if they were based in Bedford... That
would help.
Cameras to clock cars through the village to help fight crime.
Definitely need more police support
Introduce a comprehensive digital CCTV system including the entrances to the Village and High St to combat the drug and petty crime
menace that threatens the rural idyll of Harrold

Q19 Suggestions for social activites
and facilities
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

•

Easier access to tennis courts for one-off games
Also as many young children grow up more options for something for them to do will be important
We need more sports facilities eg a multipurpose court that can be used for basketball, volleyball, football etc.
I am looking forward to the opening of the newly refurbished Centre which will hopefully extend the range of activities to everyone in the
community
I'd also like the PC to produce maps of local walking and cycling routes in collaboration with neighbouring councils
Better promotion/communication of social groups (outside of Facebook) such as community events/fitness classes etc
No womens groups
I think the school should have a "friends of the grouinds/gardens" in order to engage with villagers and their pride in their village as well as
making the facilities more open to the villagers. Most staff and pupils live out of Harrold, leaving it after hours and not being part of the
community apart from what they organise - a dual relationship could be a breath of fresh air.
More places for older children/teenagers to go in the village as in my experience they tend to congregate in childrens play parks which can
be intimidating for younger children
Harrold need to have better cycling routes to encourage children to ride - Harrold is very anti-bike.
Elderly community need more, eg own WI, afternoon clubs (used to be Green Willow Club)
It would be nice to have more things for teenagers.
more for younger people outside of school especially 10yrs +
Invest in a social structure for young children aged between 13-18.
Possibly more inviting public houses, providing more gastro pub food and suitable for families
Make better use of the school buildings and playing fields during weekends to introduce the disengaged youths to life skills ; new hobbies;
practical skills etc .
More opportunities for both adults and young people (teenagers) to socialise in the evenings such as a spacious area with a bar for people
to have a drink and light food and outdoor seating. This would improve social cohesion especially if it allows teenagers and adults to
socialise in the same areas, as the age divide is the only real division in the village. There is a lot of suspicion of young people from older
people which should be addressed to make Harrold more cohesive
Growing up in Harrold I found it good but lacking in things to do in the evenings as a young teen. Lighting at the skate park was always
something we wanted which could help tackle this. Furthermore, lighting by an area to play football would be a useful addition. And
finally, either a change to the goal on the playing field or the addition of a net would make it far more valuable, as despite this seeming

Q19 Council feedback
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Revisit the Vital Village Initiative (2003) and incorporate the recommendations/suggestions from that report. Not sure the PC is aware of
this report or have ever implemented or supported it. Will the Council pay heed to this ever?
Parish Council to provide: stronger collective and consistent message on working together on asb and such issues not demonising or
naming individuals to challenge discriminatory attitudes and inflammatory speech (re social media)
A limit on living in the village for more than 5 years before joining the Parish Council.
Each household pays £95 to the parish council but our return is very poor. Villages should have a vote on expenses and decisions made to
combat any wrongdoings and corruption within it!
Everyone, especially the parish council needs to talk to residents and listen much more to avoid a split.
Harrold should be a close community with residents understanding and being involved (where they choose to be) in all matters that affect
our village.
If the Parish Council want to implement change they should consult more with the community.
Parish council seems to do what it feels like without reference to residents
Solar farm caused a lot of unrest in the village. We need to ensure issues like this are not raised again

Q19 People love Harrold!
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Basically it is a very good place to live
I think it is a lovely village
I think Harrold does have a strong sense of community
Harrold is a good place to live
has a good rural atmosphere for now!
I love living in Harrold
Harrold is a lovely village to live in, and it is crucial we safeguard its heritage and rural village character
We were voted in the Times in the top 100 villages in the country. The village needs to maintain this standard
I really enjoy living in Harrold and would not like to see the rural character changed by large developments
It's a great village. Please look after it!
I am very happy living here
Harrold is a great place to live with a good sense of community
I've always found it a friendly and welcoming village which used to have a rural atmosphere but I'm concerned by the creeping
urbanisation
I chose to live in Harrold because its a nice village and don't see the need to keep growing
It is the most pleasant place that I have lived in!
it is a lovely village
It is a lovely village that has a lot to offer
It is a great place to live and everyone should be proud of our village.
The school is excellent, the country park is excellent and general atmosphere seems good.

Q19 Other comments
•
•

make a contingency plan for forming a volunteer fire brigade for the parish in case BBC close the parish fire station
More efficient signs by council ie when bridge is flooded and signs stay up for weeks

Nearly half of residents walk or drive
in the village every day
Q21 When you are travelling from one place to another within Harrold or around the nearby villages, how
often do you use the following forms of transport?
Never

Walking 1%6%
Drive (Car/Other Vehicle)

less than once a month

11%

4% 10%

at least once a month

35%
12%

Cycling

45%

Get lift from Friend or Relative

46%

65%

99%

96%

10%

32%

Use a Taxi/Minicab

13%
26%
32%

Motorbike

96%

Use a Mobility Scooter

98%

20%

Source: Harrold Resident Survey, June-August 2017, N=328

Total Ever
Use

44%
31%

63%

Every day

47%
31%

Use Local Bus

0%

at least once a week

40%

60%

80%

13%

1%

55%

10% 0%

54%

8% 3%
0%

37%

3%
0%

35%

2%
1%
1%
0%

4%

0%
1%
1%
0%

1%

100%

87% of residents drive outside Harrold
at least weekly
Q22 When you need to travel from Harrold to somewhere else (for example a more distant village, Bedford or
Milton Keynes), how often do you use the following forms of transport?
Never

less than once a month

Drive (Car/Other Vehicle) 3%2% 8%

Get lift from Friend or Relative

at least once a month

44%
37%
56%

Use Local Bus

12%

28%
77%

Walking

9%
17%

82%

Motorbike

12%
96%

20%

Source: Harrold Resident Survey, June-August 2017, N=328

Total Ever
Use
97%

42%

58%

Cycling

Every day

43%

42%

Use a Taxi/Minicab

0%

at least once a week

40%

60%

80%

9% 1%

58%

3%
0%

44%

4%1%

42%

3%2%
0%

23%

3%2%
1%

18%

2%
1%
1%
1%

4%

100%

Lack of parking for residents and visitors are the biggest
transport issues
Safety, speeding and levels of traffic are also seen as problems
Q23 Regarding transport issues in Harrold, how strongly do you agree
or disagree with the following statements?
Walking in Harrold is generally safe from traffic

76.3%

There are enough footpaths in Harrold

76.0%
61.4%

Footpaths are generally well maintained

58.4%

Children are generally safe when walking to school

41.0%

Roads in Harrold are generally well maintained
There are generally not too many lorries and heavy goods vehicles travelling
through Harrold

38.6%
36.5%

Cycling in Harrold is generally safe from traffic
Most vehicles do not travel too fast through the village

35.3%

Harrold bus services are frequent enough for a rural location

35.3%
30.7%

Levels of traffic in Harrold are generally not too high
There is sufficient parking in the village for residents
There is sufficient parking in the village for visitors

Source: Harrold Resident Survey, June-August 2017, N=332

13.4%
8.5%

% Strongly or somewhat agree

Respondents are most in favour of more dedicated
parking facilities.
The strongest opposition is to traffic calming
Q24 On a scale of 1-5, where 5 = Harrold will be much improved and 1 = Harrold will be made much
worse, please indicate how much life in Harrold will be improved or made worse by the following
changes.

Net Support*

More dedicated parking facilities

78%

Restricting access to heavy vehicles on the Harrold-Carlton bridge

64%

More frequent bus services

59%

Allocated residents’ parking

55%

Reduction in on-street parking

40%

More designated footpaths

40%

New pedestrian bridge crossing to Carlton

40%

A new road taking traffic away from the village centre

32%

Average speed cameras

20%

More pedestrian crossings

13%

More designated cycle lanes

12%

More reduced speed limits
More traffic calming (such as speed humps, highway restrictions)

10%
-9%

* Difference between sum of Much and Somewhat Improved and sum of Somewhat or Much Worse

Source: Harrold Resident Survey, June-August 2017, N=328

There is approval for improved footpaths, but
less agreement on need for other measures
Qs26/7 How much do you agree or disagree that that we should plan to…

Introduce white lines along the
side of roads to mark
recommended places for
pedestrians and cyclists

-25%
59%

Where possible, to use footpaths
as cycle paths, but not for speed
cycling

Upgrade and extend footpaths

Disapprove

-38%

Approve

44%

-11%

Source: Harrold Resident Survey, June-August 2017, N=326

67%

Households own and use on average 2 vehicles
Household vehicle ownership in Harrold
Q28 Please indicate how many of the following are owned and used (at least occasionally) by
your household

49%

4 or more

Vans/commercial

CARS

3

2

3%
1

0

3%

10%

6%

8%
Caravans, trailers,
motorhomes

11%

Motorbikes

34%

• Average number of
cars per household is
1.77 + 0.25 other
vehicles
• Total cars in use based
on 706 households is
1247

The most important local environment concern is that good
housing design should be encouraged
Q29 The following issues may be considered more or less important when thinking about the local environment.
Please indicate which of these issues you think are the three most important for Harrold. Indicate the most
significant issue as 1, the second mo

26%

Good housing design should be encouraged
Pedestrian routes should be safe

21%

Road safety should be improved

21%
19%

Air quality should be maintained
The risk of flooding should be reduced

15%

Existing open space should be protected

14%
11%

Carbon footprint should be reduced
Ground water quality should be maintained

Source: Harrold Resident Survey, June-August 2017, N=309
Based on % of maximum rating available

9%

By far the most popular improved facilities would be more formal or
informal green spaces, and better landscaping of public areas
Q30 Thinking about your surrounding environment, the Parish of Harrold might be improved with various
additional or improved facilities. Please indicate which three of the following improvements you would most
like to see. Indicate them in order of prefe

64%

More formal or informal green spaces

63%

Better landscaping of public areas (e.g. bulbs, hedges)

26%

More public seating (e.g. benches)

18%

Dedicated picnic areas

More allotments

Additional cemetery provision

Source: Harrold Resident Survey, June-August 2017, N=286
Based on % of maximum rating available

15%
12%

The biggest environmental problems are seen as
Inconsiderate Parking, Dog Fouling and Litter
Q31 Regarding the following environmental issues in and around Harrold, how
strongly do you agree or disagree with the following statements?

Net Agreement
Inconsiderate parking is a significant problem
Dog fouling is a significant problem
Litter is a significant problem
Burglary is a significant problem
Flooding is a significant problem
Anti-social behaviour is a significant problem
Vandalism is a significant problem
Crime is a significant problem
Fly tipping is a significant problem
There is too much unnecessary signage in Harrold
Car crime is a significant problem
Grass in public areas is not cut frequently enough
Noise pollution is a significant problem
Light pollution is a significant problem
Air pollution is a significant problem

73%
62%
48%
29%
24%
20%
13%
12%
7%
4%
-6%
-15%
-15%
-22%
-29%

* Difference between sum of Strongly and Somewhat Agree and sum of Somewhat or Strongly Disagree
Source: Harrold Resident Survey, June-August 2017, N=324

There is strong agreement that all existing green
spaces should continue to be protected
Referring to the above map, do you think the following green spaces in Harrold
should continue to be protected from development?
Yes

No

Don't Know

B: Park and Village Green, The Green, Harrold

98%

2%
0%

G: Playing Field and Cemetery, Carlton Road, Harrold

97%

2%
2%

96%

2%
1%

H: Natural Green Space & Equipped Play Areas, Harrold & Odell…

D: Harrold Tennis Club and Equipped Play Area, Brook Lane

94%

2%4%

M: School Playing Field, Mowhills, Harrold

92%

4%3%

I: Informal Green Space and Equipped Play Area, Harewelle Way,…

89%

3% 7%

J: Informal Green Space and Equipped Play Area, Saxon House End,…

88%

4% 8%

K: Natural Green Space and Equipped Play Area, Peachs Close,…

88%

4% 8%

F: Natural Green Space, Orchard Lane, Harrold

77%

8%

15%

A: Private Gardens, off Church Walk, Harrold

77%

8%

15%

11%

15%

L: Natural Green Space
E: Private Garden, Mansion Lane/High Street Junction, Harrold
C: Private Garden, off High Street, Harrold

Source: Harrold Resident Survey, June-August 2017, N=323

74%
72%
68%

10%
11%

19%
21%

Green spaces – general comments
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Protect all green spaces. No more development
All flood meadows and existing countryside
There are enough possible sites for houses so I see no need to threaten the existing sites above
All our existing green spaces should be protected. We need to look after our planet before it is too late
Land to the rear (east) of Brook Lane and Orchard Lane. The fields are crisscrossed with public footpaths and extensively
used by dog walkers and others requiring a breath of fresh air
The small green area adjacent to St Peters Church in Hall Close
Waterfall and surrounding area by Tusting lakes.
Land east of Odell Road. I like being able to quickly leave the village and immediately be in the countryside, without the
housing straggling out on the approach roads to Harrold. I was surprised to see H1 and H2 included and would be annoyed
to see development here.
The small area adjacent to the river bridge - develop as a picnic area
I think we are blessed with a reasonable number of green spaces for a village of this size but would not like to lose any of
them
wherever possible
All of them !

Q33 Green spaces – specific recommendations
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Sites 137 and 138 could be protected. Access to and from this land would be difficult for vehicles
There is a small space at the junction of High Street/Church Walk. It needs tidying and some of the larger trees felled and replaced with smaller varieties
The allotments - because of their environmental and social value
lake and grass area behind large houses on Odell Road beyond fire station
Odell Road back of new houses. Beautiful countryside, country walks, nature. Great crested newts are here and legally protected.
Field on the right of New Road. It is used and enjoyed by many walkers and dog owners and their families
allotment
Meadway green area with mature sycamore trees
green spaces up Orchard Lane/Wood Road for dog walkers and people who use the allotments
Area adjacent to L to rear of High Street, regularly used for access to countryside and by dog walkers
Re 579. There is no sensible access to this site therefore it should be protected
The area west of F as traffic on Orchard Lane would not be able to cope with potential development
"The Green itself
Park in Brook Lane"
Land on the Country Park side of Odell Road. Although privately owned this land complements the Country Park behind it. There were rumours that the owner wished
to develop a caravan park there a few years ago. No!
Yes. Lake surroundings and fields
Land to the back of Orchard Lane - areas behind houses on left side when travelling north
The area around St Peter's Church at the end of Hall Close - this is a historic area
"Extend F greenspace to incorporate a larger area for recreation and preventing further unsightly housing./
This also goes for the planned housing on plots 579, 139, 140, 138. 137 especially. We need these places to be able to enjoy at our will and not be forced to visit the
country park simply to find some open space"
The allotments because it is the only allotment site in Harrold and has been well used for over 200 years
The land on the Odell side of Odell Road from the Country Park to High Street, Odell is the junction at Little Odell/The Folly (although much of it is the responsibility of
Odell PC)
How about the area to the left hand side of the bridge to Carlton. down to the river this should be improved on and made safer for the river
"Orchard at end of Dove Lane
Fields opposite fire station. We support local wish to put new playing fields/sports field on it."
Really important to keep all the green space in the centre of the village to retain its special character. Protect the large lime trees at the bottom of F
"Harrold/Odell Park

Q33 Green spaces – specific recommendations
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Keep a keen eye on public footpaths/bridalways in order to stop 20 year claim by individuals in the area. Can think of a Harrold/Carlton path lost to
someone now privately owned. Ditto a public path in Odell. Collaborate with Carlton/Odell/Lavendon to protect views. The patch of land by Harrold
Bridge keep cleared of overgrowth and unobstructed view/aspect with rails and posts painted than replaced with wall. Collaborate with Olney Parish
Council on their potential developments"
"Top of Wood Road
By the Mill"
Green space by the little Odell junction should be protected
The horse paddocks alongside Brook Lane playground and behind the wooden playground. The space and the horses bring a well needed break from
the built up areas surrounding
The field at priory farm is used by many people and families for walking, socialising and dog walking and would be a great loss for the village community
The area between Orchard Lane and Brook Lane where the two meet near Wood Road. There is a small grassed area with a seat which is a memorium
to Donna.
Field off New Road and behind High St. very popular with walkers and dog walkers
The field adjacent to New Road. It is a natural green space used and enjoyed by many, giving the feeling of being in a natural, uncontrived environment.
The end of hall close, by the church.
134 & 482 on the plans have significant wildlife on the lands including geese, deer & bats. This would be tragic if this was disturbed or destroyed.
Sections 143 & 482 on page 5 of this questionnaire. Wildlife will be hugely affected, significant amount of bats, geese & deers.
The Northen's Field next to L is very much used by the community for access to the countryside and especially by dog walkers
Behind Dickens Close/Orchard Lane - very old (protected?) trees
The wood and fields around wood road. As much as it is an agricultural and very broad area out the way of the main part of the village it is the most
rural part of the area I believe and the only proper chance to escape all the buildings so it is vital it is protected
There's an area if you walk down orchard lane at the end by the bench and dog poo bin. It's to the right and is next to the land where horses and
wooded stables are. You can walk round it in a loop and has a brook running between it and the horse land. I don't know if this area is on your list as I
don't know the name but I walk my dogs there. The view is tranquil and I'd be absolutely gutted if houses went there. It could also be disruptive to the
quiet stable life.
The land either side of Wood Road, leading up to Harrold Woods.
The area around the lakes, particularly where illegal mineral extraction has recently taken place
"Harrold Institute Playground.
Meadows behind Harrold Institute / Brook Lane“
The fields around the country park
Harrold Woods
Any areas within the village centre - crazy to build more housing in the centre.

There is almost universal agreement with the
importance of Harrold’s countryside and landscape
Q34 In your opinion, how important or unimportant are the following aspects
of Harrold’s countryside and landscape?
Protecting local wildlife and
habitats
Maintaining Rights of Way for the
benefit of local people and…
Protecting, managing and
enhancing nature conservation…

Preserving hedgerows and trees
from further loss
Maintaining existing views/vistas

2%

2%
3%
5%
6%

Source: Harrold Resident Survey, June-August 2017, N=320

98%
98%
97%
95%
94%

Very or
somewhat
important
Neither, or
Very/somewhat
Unimportant

There is approval for most suggested changes, but less
for enhanced signage and new footpaths
Q35 How much do you agree or disagree that Harrold would benefit from the
following changes across the Parish?
Improved maintenance of existing
footways and bridleways -2%
Establish Tree Planting Scheme

Planting of new trees/orchards
Recreating wildlife meadows
Developing a series of “Parish Walks”
promoting lesser known routes and…
Provision of new footpaths
Enhanced signage to improve
accessibility to the landscape

87%
85%
-3%
83%
-3%
83%

-2%

Disagree
78%

-7%
61%

-11%
49%
-19%

Source: Harrold Resident Survey, June-August 2017, N=318

Agree

Nearly all Harrold’s facilities are considered important
by the vast majority of respondents
Q37 In your opinion, how important or unimportant are the following village facilities?
Harrold Medical Centre
Shops in Harrold
Harrold Odell Country Park
Harrold Post Office
Mobile phone service
Harrold Playing Fields
Fast Broadband
Bus Service
Play Areas
Harrold Lower/Middle/Primary School
Pubs in Harrold
Sports Clubs
Harrold Pre-school
Harrold Centre (The Institute)
Restaurants in Harrold
Cubs/scouts
Local Garage
St. Peter's Church
Mobile Library
Hairdressers in Harrold
United Reformed Church

99%
99%
99%
98%
98%
97%
96%
95%
94%
93%
93%
92%
91%
90%
89%
89%

0%
0%
0%
0%
0%
1%
1%
1%
1%
1%
1%
1%
2%
2%
3%
2%
4%

81%
79%
76%
74%

8%
8%
8%
13%

Source: Harrold Resident Survey, June-August 2017, N=320

66%

Important
Unimportant

Good mobile and broadband services would be more
important improved facilities, followed by youth activities and
improved bus services
Q38 As development takes place in Harrold over the coming years, in your opinion how important or
unimportant would the following additional or improved community facilities be?
Good mobile phone coverage across all of Harrold
High Speed Broadband to all properties
A youth centre/youth activities
An improved local bus service
Community broadband (free wifi) in public areas
More community events in Harrold
Upgrade of existing park play equipment
More shops in Harrold
More child care/nursery facilities in Harrold
An indoor sports hall or gymnasium
A dentist in Harrold
More play areas for children
More sports fields
More restaurants/cafes in Harrold
A vet based in Harrold
A library in Harrold
More outdoor exercise/gym equipment
More pubs in Harrold
More churches or other religious centres

96%

1%

95%

2%

Source: Harrold Resident Survey, June-August 2017, N=319

75%

7%

73%

5%
64%

13%

63%

8%

59%

14%
50%

23%

50%

13%

Important

49%

23%
21%

48%

20%

48%

Unimportant

42%

19%
24%

42%

29% 39%
27%32%
29%
33%
22%
37%
8%

62%

There is some support for a new sports field location but strong
opposition to reusing the current site for other purposes
Q39 In your opinion, how important or unimportant would the following changes to the
playing fields and facilities be?
Improved parking to meet the needs of sporting/social facilities

84%

4%

A new or refurbished pavilion for sports and social use

6%

Facilities for sports other than football and cricket

7%

New or refurbished cub/scout hut

8%

Additional changing facilities

71%
70%

Important
Unimportant

65%
52%

11%
34%
30%

New playing fields in a new location

Q40 There are a number of potential options regarding the existing playing fields and new sports fields.
Please indicate the degree to which you would agree or disagree with the following options.
No new playing fields should be found, but facilities (eg
pavilion, cub hut) on the existing site should be improved

67%
11%

The existing playing field should be kept for the current purpose
and new playing fields/sports fields found as well
The existing playing field should relocate completely and the
current site be used for other purposes, possibly including
housing
Source: Harrold Resident Survey, June-August 2017, N=317

Agree

56%
15%

Disagree

9%
80%

Working status of respondents
Q41 Please indicate which of the following statements best applies to you
I prefer not to say
I work for my own business full-time or part-time, working from my
home in Harrold
I work for my own business full-time or part-time, travelling normally
to a place of work within Harrold
I work for my own business full-time or part-time, travelling normally
to a place of work outside Harrold
I work for an employer full-time or part-time, normally working from
my home in Harrold
I work for an employer full-time or part-time, travelling normally to a
place of work within Harrold
I work for an employer full-time or part-time, travelling normally to a
place of work outside Harrold
I am unemployed
I am a homemaker/carer/not working by choice
I am a full-time student
I am retired
Source: Harrold Resident Survey, June-August 2017, N=318

3.8%

5.4%
3.1%
6.9%

Not working total
Total in work
Working in Harrold
Working at home

34.0%
62.3%
15.1%
8.5%

3.1%
3.5%
40.3%
0.3%
2.2%
0.9%
30.5%

Q42 Suggestions for business help needed
High speed broadband
Faster broadband
I work outside of Harrold but my wife owns her own consultancy and works from home. The main issue is phone signal and broadband
speed
Improved mobile and internet access
Retain community charge away from Bedford to make Harrold self-sufficiently independent. Currently all the BBC's speed restrictions, TV
cameras, no parking, high parking charges, huge developments around Bedford, make it heart breaking not to be able to easily access/feel
relevant as before. A train station again in Turvey , Sharnbrook or Olney would be good/relieve cars into Bedford. I greatly resent high taxes
to BBC with scant/no evident return than obliteration of beautiful Bedfordshire by development destroying the jewel in the crown and
diminishing potential of locals to be efficient/cotnributing working individuals/companies
"Better broadband + phone signal (EE) very patchy.
Don't let the post office close "
Better and cheaper internet
Better broadband and mobile phone coverage
Community promotion of my services by website or email list to villagers.
better broadband even to the outlying areas of the parish
Faster broadband. Litter is a problem. Bored youths a common concern. Graffiti a new problem!!!!
No thanks. I'm retired really but work 1 or 2 days a week for my ex employer.
New small workshops double garage sort of size with a small office space for local small business to rent only available to local residents.
Better Broadband and phone; a shop selling stationery supplies
Excellent telecoms inc Mobile, Broadband and digital / cable
Opportunities for tendering and a village business directory so local residents can be aware and use local business
Not really to support the business but perhaps how we can help the village itself.
IT, Print and photocopy service

Respondents are concerned about a number of issues
related to new businesses, especially parking
Q43 If land is made available in Harrold for new employment and
businesses, which issues would concern you?
Adequate parking

Scale of development
Noise
Type of business

Hours of operation of businesses

Source: Harrold Resident Survey, June-August 2017, N=315

95%

1%

91%

1%

82%

4%
5%
8%

Concerned

Unconcerned
79%
67%

Respondents are positive towards more businesses in general
but there is less agreement on which types of business are
preferred
Q44 How much do you agree or disagree with the following statements?
More businesses would be a good thing as long as the village character…
Tourism in Harrold should be encouraged

49%

19%

Harrold’s Neighbourhood Plan should encourage more businesses to…
Harrold should plan for new space for studios and workshops for rural…

70%

10%

48%

17%

46%

15%

In any new housing development, Harrold should encourage combined…

40%

20%

Harrold needs more service trades like plumbers, electricians etc

37%
33%

Harrold should plan for new office space, as long as it fits in with the…
Community business facilities (e.g. meeting rooms, photocopiers,…

25%

Harrold should plan for new space for agricultural businesses or food…

25%

14%

Harrold already has too many businesses and does not need any more

11%

I would like to start my own business based in Harrold during the next…

11%

Source: Harrold Resident Survey, June-August 2017, N=318

Disagree

34%
32%
31%

Harrold should plan for small scale industrial space, as long as it fits…

There are enough job opportunities based in Harrold itself for those…

Agree

37%

22%

43%
50%
56%
58%

Suggestions for new businesses
Q45 and Q49
General comments
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Definitely not anything industrial/production units - only small village businesses that reflect a rural environment
Anything compatible with rural location
Use development similar to Oakley sympathetic
To encourage local employment and / or provide services to local people
I think, given our village size, we are particularly lucky to have what we have .
1. Service industries .
2. .Internet based for which high speed broadband /good mobile coveragee essential .
3.Artisan food producers
Leisure based would most suit Harrold
Businesses created and owned by Harrold residents
manufacturing/engineering
I think that there is a question of scale: for small businesses that are resource light: not logistics organisations or large scale businesses.
THe scale and nature of business should reflect teh character and nature of a rural village. Food production (ie: organic artizan food), not
mass scale industrial production (Bedfordia).
Apprenticeships for rural businesses
Creative and small businesses needed rather than "traditional" types
As very little empty space left in the builtup area any industry would possibly be on the perimeter. Presently we are a centre for
hairdressing and beauty type treatment
Allow a few small industry/trade businesses allowing local trades to be used, allowing local residents the chance of employment first
before offering to external sources. Better chance of allowing local businesses to be used for any new developments ie local plumbers,
carpenters, bricklayers, electricians. Making it a clause in new developments. Help increase local trade!
Harrold Bridge gets greatly visited by swimmers and fishermen who leave a great deal of mess behind and much thrown into the river too.
No litter bins either. It would be wise to implement a licence for all non-village residents wishing to fish here and at the mill. This coudl be
simply purchased from the shop-butchers-pubs as day tickets creating some revenue for the parish
There should be an objective that places of employment should be close to housing so the need to travel by road to work is removed
I own a shop in Olney and always have people asking for small office areas for directing their business and for clients to visit to show off
their products etc. Not the rents of Olney
Need to support industrial to have Harrold return to non-dormitory

Suggestions for new businesses: Retail
Retail
•
Bakery or cake shop
•
Bakery
•
Bakery
•
Bakers
•
bakery
•
Bakers with cafe.
•
dedicated bakery
•
bakers, Cake shop
•
Possible local artisan food/bakery
•
Bakery and another shop to rival the Coop which hasn't any
competition (providing it's not a big supermarket chain)
•
A petrol station would be useful.
•
The pubs in Harrold need improvement they are both below a
decent standard. A decent restaurant or cafe other than an
Indian would be much appreciated
•
A more typical village pub as existing ones don't come
anywhere near what you would expect in a village like Harrold
(ie the Bell at Odell) Hence, even your 2nd prize is in Yardley
Hastings
•
More cafés and places to have evening drinks (not just
alcoholic), especially ones which encourage more of a sense of
community
•
Local restaurants/cafe/pub selling classic British food.
•
The cafe at the Country Park could possibly be enlarged and
opening hours lengthened to enable people to have evening
meals and drinks there whilst enjoying the beautiful views
•
Gift/craft shops
•
Grocers,
•
farm shops
•
Farm shop
•
Farm shop/produce
•
Farm shops promoting local produce

Retail
•
Weekly farmers market on the village green.
•
Decent 'Fish and Chips' shop
•
Fishmonger
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pharmacy
Greengrocers
Cafe and boutique shops
Cafe/tea shop in Harrold Centre
Local cafe in the village
Coffee shop in the village
Tearoom
cafe
Arts and crafts/gift shop
craft market
local crafts
Encouragement of crafts
Affordable craft studios or workshops. It might be nice to see
cottage craft businesses, small, independent sellers and
delicitassion.
art gallery
boutique cinema
Bookshop
Florist
I know we have the Coop but it would be good to have dedicated
shops with a wider range
Charity shop
High quality hotel
Maybe a large hotel/restaurant/spa hotel - similar to Vesuvio at
Sharnbrook but with gym and spa facilities - offering employment
opportunities within the village
Old people's home/independent living
Stationery/toy shop/gifts

Suggestions for new businesses: Services and light industry
Arts/crafts, light industry
•
Light/technology based industries
•
Arts/crafts
•
small workshop or car park on the derelict site behind 72 High
Street
•
e-biz!
•
Computer aided design and rapid prototyping business
•
If there was a place for printing and copying, maybe they could
also recycle batteries, ink cartridges and such like.
•
stonemason with yard
•
Specialist joinery business, making bespoke windows and doors
•
Leather factories!
•
A small tannery/leather treating factory
•
leather goods
•
woodworking
•
A micro distillery/brewery
•
Hunting/rural skills to make people aware of practical skills
•
Farming/husbandry including beagling and/or other that used to
happen til PC of 1990/2000s. This on a commercial basis/leisure
•
Environmental

Services
•
Nursery/creche - currently would have to travel outside of
village for under pre-school age children.
•
Childcare
•
nursery
•
Also sheltered housing accommodation/businesses providing
services for the elderly for increasing ageing population
•
Taxi firm covering this village and others rather than coming
from Bedford
•
Taxi firm covering local villages and Bedford/Olney/MK
•
Horse riding/riding school/lessons for children/adults
•
Fitness classes
•
Tree surgery/garden services
•
Dentist
•
Dentist
•
Extended Medical practice
•
Dentist
•
Dental practice that takes NHS patients
•
Vet
•
Camping/caravan facilities
•
Community education for adults

Office space is the most preferred type of business premises.
Rental, soled use would be the preferred model
Q46 If you currently work for your own business, or
if you may think of starting your own business one
day, how likely or unlikely are you to need the
following types of premises in Harrold to run or
expand your current business, or to start a new
busines

21%

17%

16%

Q47 If you work for your own
business, or would like to
start your own business, are
you more likely to rent or buy
premises?

65%

15%

12%

27%
8%

Source: Harrold Resident Survey, June-August 2017, N=166

Q48 If you work for your own
business, or would like to
start your own business, are
you more likely to prefer to
use shared or sole use
premises? 66%

Source: Harrold Resident Survey,
June-August 2017, N=132

12%

22%

Source: Harrold Resident Survey,
June-August 2017, N=132

Respondent Sample Demographics
50% 50%

25%

24%

24%

22%

20%
12%

16%

15%

19%

12%
7%

5%

• 99% of
respondents claim
Harrold as their
main residence
• 4% also claimed to
work in Harrold
• 4% claimed to have
a business in
Harrold
N=311

Gender N=303

Age Group N=312

Time In Harrold N=312

