
 

    
 

8.  ENVIRONMENT & COUNTRYSIDE 
 

TO PROTECT THE PLACE DEFINING CHARACTERISTICS OF HARROLD'S SPECIAL LOCAL 
ENVIRONMENT AND ENRICHED COUNTRYSIDE AND TO ENSURE THAT NEW DEVELOPMENT 
CONTRIBUTES TO THE OPEN SPACE NEEDS OF THE LOCAL COMMUNITY AND PRESERVES 

THE NATURAL FEATURES IN THE DISTINCTIVE LANDSCAPE. 
 

PROTECTION IS AFFORDED BY EXISTING LOCAL PLAN 2030 POLICIES 
 

Bedford Borough Council’s Landscape Character Assessment (2014) confirms that 
Harrold village lies within the Harrold Great Ouse Limestone Valley landscape 
character area. The boundaries of the area are demarked by the change in landform – 
the open, flat floodplain meets the Wooded Wolds landscape type which rises north 
and southwards. The former gravel extraction sites, most notably at Harrold & Odell 
Country Park, are now extensive lakes which are strong features of the area. 
 

The conservation and enhancement of the natural environment is embraced in the 
National Planning Policy Framework and requires planning policies and decisions to 
contribute to and enhance the natural and local environment. It makes specific 
reference to the protection and enhancement of valued landscapes, sites of 
biodiversity or geological value and soils and by recognising the intrinsic character 
and beauty of the countryside, and the wider benefits from natural capital and 
ecosystem services – including the economic and other benefits of the best and most 
versatile agricultural land, and of trees and woodland.  
 

    
 

Above: footpath network in and around Harrold village 
 

Harrold is fortunate to be located on the edge of a unique and attractive open 
countryside and has a good amount and range of open and green space, all of which 
are highly valued by local people and the wider population. The local open 
countryside is linked by a network of public footpaths and these are illustrated above. 
The Bedford Borough Local Plan 2030 requires all new developments in the borough, 
including Harrold, to protect the rural character and where possible enhance it. 
 

 

 


