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1. Introduction
1.1 This screening report is used to determine whether or not the content of the Harrold
Neighbourhood Plan (NP) requires a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) in
accordance with the European Directive 2001/42/EC and associated Environmental
Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004. These require an SEA to
be undertaken for:
i.

Plans which are prepared for town and country planning or land use and
which set the framework for future development consent of projects listed in
the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Directive; or

ii.

Plans which have been determined to require an assessment under the
Habitats Directive.

1.2

Plans which determine ‘the use of a small area at local level’ or which only propose
‘minor modification to a plan’ might be exempt if they are unlikely to have significant
environmental effects. NPs containing land allocations for development that are not
included in the local authority’s plan, are more likely to require an SEA. The main
determining factor as to whether SEA is required on a NP is if it is likely to have a
significant effect on the environment.

1.3

The final outcome of this assessment will subsequently inform what is submitted
under Regulation 15 (1).

1.4

Section 2 of this report outlines the regulations that set the need for this screening
exercise. Process and criteria of the assessment are set out in Section 3. A brief
summary of the draft Harrold NP is provided in Section 4.

1.5

The screening assessment of the likely significant environmental effects of the NP
is set out in Section 5 and the decision on the screening is provided in Section 6.
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2. Legislative Background
2.1 The basis for Strategic Environmental Assessments legislation is European
Directive 2001/42/EC and was transposed into English law by the Environmental
Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004, or SEA Regulations.
Regulation 9 sets out the process as follows:
‘’Determinations of the responsible authority
9. (1) The responsible authority shall determine whether or not a plan,
programme or modification of a description referred to in –
(a) paragraph (4) (a) and (b) of regulation 5;
(b) paragraph (6) (a) of that regulation; or
(c ) paragraph (6) (b) of that regulation,
is likely to have significant environmental effects.
(2) Before making a determination under paragraph (1) the responsible
authority shall –
(a) take into account the criteria specified in Schedule 1 to these
Regulations; and
(b) consult the consultation bodies
(3) Where the responsible authority determines that the plan, programme or
modification is unlikely to have significant environmental effects (and,
accordingly, does not require an environmental assessment), it shall prepare
a statement of its reasons for the determination.
The regulations define that a responsible authority in relation to a plan or
programme as:
(a) the authority by which or on whose behalf it is prepared; and
(b) where, at any particular time, that authority ceases to be responsible, or solely
responsible, for taking steps in relation to the plan or programme, the person who,
at that time, is responsible (solely or jointly with the authority) for taking those steps;
2.2 The Government has stated that Sustainability Appraisals are not needed for
Neighbourhood Plans (NPPG). It must however be demonstrated how the NP
contributes to achievement of sustainable development in the area.
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3. Screening Assessment Process
3.1

The screening opinion assessment is undertaken in two parts: the first part will
assess whether the plan falls into a category of plans requiring SEA; and the
second part of the assessment will consider whether the NP is likely to have a
significant effect on the environment, using criteria drawn from Schedule 1 of the
EU SEA Directive and the UK Environmental Assessment of Plans and
Programmes Regulations 2004.

3.2

The government guidance ‘A practical guide to the Strategic Environmental
Assessment Directive 2005; sets out the following approach to be taken in
determining whether SEA is required, shown in the figure below.
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3.3

The criteria for determining the likely significance of effects referred to in Article 3(5)
of Directive 2001/42/EC and Schedule 1 of The Environmental Assessment of
Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 are set out below:
1. The characteristics of plans and programmes, having regard, in particular, to
-

the degree to which the plan or programme sets a framework for projects and
other activities, either with regard to the location, nature, size and operating
conditions or by allocating resources,
the degree to which the plan or programme influences other plans and
programmes including those in a hierarchy,
the relevance of the plan or programme for the integration of environmental
considerations in particular with a view to promoting sustainable development,
environmental problems relevant to the plan or programme,
the relevance of the plan or programme for the implementation of Community
legislation on the environment (e.g. plans and programmes linked to wastemanagement or water protection).

2. Characteristics of the effects and of the area likely to be affected, having regard, in
particular, to
-

the probability, duration, frequency and reversibility of the effects,
the cumulative nature of the effects,
the transboundary nature of the effects,
the risks to human health or the environment (e.g. due to accidents),
the magnitude and spatial extent of the effects (geographical area and size of
the population likely to be affected),
the value and vulnerability of the area likely to be affected due to:
special natural characteristics or cultural heritage,
exceeded environmental quality standards or limit values,
intensive land-use,
the effects on areas or landscapes which have a recognised national,
Community or international protection status.

Source: Annex II of SEA Directive 2001/42/EC

3.4 The three statutory consultation bodies (Historic England, Environment Agency and
Natural England) are to be consulted to determine whether they agree with the
findings and conclusions of this screening opinion, in establishing whether the
Harrold NP requires an SEA and whether it may have a significant environmental
effect.
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4. Harrold Neighbourhood Plan: Summary
4.1

The Harrold Neighbourhood Area was designated on 26 July 2016. Following
designation the Steering Group carried out consultation with the community based
on a number of village surveys and exhibitions/events which involved contact with
residents and interested groups.

FIGURE 1 – HARROLD NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN AREA
4.2

This has led to the formulation of a draft NP.

4.3

It is essential that the special characteristics of the Parish are protected and
enhanced and, in recognition of this and overwhelming community support, the
following Vision Statement has been adopted for the Neighbourhood Plan:
"To maintain Harrold's strong sense of place and local identity, respecting well
designed growth that will help sustain local services, facilities and employment for the
benefit of the community, whilst maintaining and protecting its rural setting"

4.4

The structure of the NP is based upon the following themes:
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4.5

In order to deliver the vision, the NP has the following core objectives and sub
objectives that reflect the key issues raised by local people:
THEME 1 - HOUSING & THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT
OBJECTIVE 1 - TO INFLUENCE THE LOCATION, SCALE, DESIGN AND TYPE OF NEW
HOUSING TO ENSURE THAT IT FITS WITH THE DISTINCTIVE CHARACTER OF HARROLD'S
BUILT HERITAGE AND MEETS IDENTIFIED LOCAL HOUSING NEEDS
Number
Sub-Objective
1.1
To deliver a housing growth strategy tailored to the needs and context of Harrold Parish,
ensuring that a mix of housing types is delivered across all tenures and seeking to
provide existing and future residents with the opportunity to live in a decent home.
1.2
To meet new housing demand in a way that ensures that the right type of housing is built
in the right locations, and that protects the village from uncontrolled, large scale, or poorly
placed development.
1.3
To provide new housing which is high quality in design, layout and materials, appropriate
in size and suitable for the whole life needs of residents.
1.4
To support sensitive development which is sympathetic to the area, protects and enriches
the look and feel of the village and that minimises the impact of such development on the
natural and built environment (including protected assets).

THEME 2 - INFRASTRUCTURE & ACCESS
OBJECTIVE 2 - TO PROMOTE INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS (SUCH AS IMPROVED
TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT, CAR PARKING, PEDESTRIAN WALKING AND CYCLE ROUTES)
NEEDED TO SUPPORT NEW DEVELOPMENT AND TO ENCOURAGE SAFE AND ACCESSIBLE
MOVEMENT FOR PEDESTRIANS, CYCLISTS, MOTORISTS AND PUBLIC TRANSPORT
Number
Sub-Objective
2.1
To ensure that any proposal for development ensures adequate and enhanced physical
and communications infrastructure.
2.2
To seek ways of addressing and reducing the problems of traffic congestion on our roads
and the lack of parking and to ensure that new developments contribute in every respect.
2.3
To ensure that Harrold is well connected for pedestrians and cyclists in the village and to
surrounding destinations and that roads and paths provide safer and more accessible
routes, better balancing the needs of pedestrians, cyclists and drivers.
2.4
To promote sustainable transport, by encouraging viable alternative methods to move
around the village.

THEME 3 - ENVIRONMENT & COUNTRYSIDE
OBJECTIVE 3 - TO PROTECT THE PLACE DEFINING CHARACTERISTICS OF HARROLD'S
SPECIAL LOCAL ENVIRONMENT AND ENRICHED COUNTRYSIDE AND TO ENSURE THAT
NEW DEVELOPMENT CONTRIBUTES TO THE OPEN SPACE NEEDS OF THE LOCAL
COMMUNITY AND PRESERVES THE NATURAL FEATURES IN THE DISTINCTIVE LANDSCAPE
Number
Sub-Objective
3.1
To protect, improve and enhance community open spaces.
3.2
To minimise the impact of new development on the local area and, in doing so, to protect
the distinctive views and visual connectivity with the surrounding countryside, landscape
and heritage assets.
3.3
To protect and enhance the biodiversity of our area, our local wildlife and its habitat and
trees and preserve ecological corridors and sites of special interest.
3.4
To maintain the distinct character of the Parish by preserving, protecting & enhancing the
high quality and distinctive rural landscape for present and future generations.
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THEME 4 - COMMUNITY FACILITIES
OBJECTIVE 4 - TO MAINTAIN AND IMPROVE LOCAL FACILITIES, AMENITIES AND SERVICES
WHICH PROVIDE A COMMUNITY FOCUS AND HELP SUSTAIN THE VITALITY, HEALTH AND
QUALITY OF LIFE OF ALL RESIDENTS
Number
Sub-Objective
4.1
To protect and enhance local amenities which provide a community focus.
4.2
To encourage opportunities to expand local facilities with a presumption in favour of
specifically identified uses (e.g. dental care facility).
4.3
To sustain the vitality, health and safety of the community by ensuring that all residents
have easy access to community facilities and community green, open spaces for leisure,
recreation and enjoyment.

THEME 5 - LOCAL ECONOMY
OBJECTIVE 5 - TO PROTECT AND STRENGTHEN THE ECONOMIC BENEFITS OF HARROLD AS
A RURAL SERVICE AREA AND TO ENCOURAGE AND SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESS AND
LOCAL MEASURES TO IMPROVE EMPLOYMENT PROSPECTS IN THE VILLAGE
Number
Sub-Objective
5.1
To enhance the prospects for local employment by creating and maintaining an
environment that makes it attractive for micro and small businesses to locate and flourish
in the area.
5.2
To ensure, through our planning policies, that any future employment development within
the Parish is sensitive, sustainable and low impact and built in the right location
(specifically, previously built on/brownfield sites).

4.5

The delivery of the vision and objectives is governed by a number of policies which
are summarised as follows:
Policy HNP1

General Housing Needs of the Village

The Parish Council will support the provision of housing sites to provide total of 30 new dwellings
within the plan period. Policies HNP2, HNP3 and HNP4 set out the preferred location of
development and the specific requirements to be delivered as part of each proposal.
New housing should be mixed in size, scale, form and tenure and broaden the choice and the
opportunity to live in the village to a wide range of people, particularly existing residents.
The provision of 2 and 3 bedroom housing, bungalows and the provision of elderly accommodation
will be supported in principle.
Development proposals should not include flats/apartments and three storey housing unless there
is an identified and evidenced need for such accommodation.
Development should protect and where possible enhance the entrances and exits to and from
Harrold.
There will be a presumption against development that would have a detrimental visual and
landscape impacts on countryside.
Developments should have regard for the prevailing built character in the immediate vicinity.
In the event that any of the allocated sites does not come forward for any reason then the
dwellings should be distributed across the other allocated sites.

Policy HNP1 seeks the provision of a mix of house types and tenures and specific
housing to meet local needs; to protect and where possible enhance the entrances
and exits to and from Harrold and to avoid development that would have a
detrimental visual and landscape impacts on countryside.
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Policy HNP2

Land at Odell Road, Harrold

The land at Odell Road shall make provision for 11 dwellings. This shall consist of 8
market and 3 affordable units.
The affordable units shall consist of 2 x 2 bedroom and 1 x 3 bedroom houses.
The site shall be developed in a linear form and shall follow the guidance and principles
set out in Policy HNP5.
Details of improved junction and access arrangements shall be provided as part of any
proposed development scheme.
The Parish Council will seek a financial sum towards providing shelters to the nearest
bus stops to the site and highways improvements to provide a crossing point across the
Odell Road for pedestrians.

Policy HNP2 supports the allocation of land for a small scale development of 11
dwellings on land at Odell Road, Harrold and provides the criteria to apply.
Land at Odell Road, Harrold

During the call for sites process this site was put forward for 40 dwellings on an area
of land measuring 4.1 hectares. The site assessment concluded that if developed in
its entirety the site would be out of character with the immediate built form of Odell
Road extending the built form out of the village.
It is adjacent to a busy road junction and over 1 km from the village centre with
limited public transport options. However, a smaller housing scheme which takes
account of the built character of the street and which provides a safe vehicular
access solution whilst retaining the protected trees fronting the site would be
supported in principle.
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Policy HNP3

Land East of Orchard Lane, Harrold

The land at Odell Road shall make provision for 6 dwellings. This shall consist of 4
market and 2 affordable units.
The affordable units shall consist of 1 x 2 bedroom bungalow and 1 x 3 bedroom
bungalow.
The site shall be developed in a linear form and shall follow the guidance and principles
set out in Policy HNP5.
Any proposal for development shall demonstrate that nearby footpaths are not
compromised and where possible provide improved footpath links. The proposal should
also demonstrate that there would be no adverse impact on the flood zone.

Policy HNP3 supports the allocation of land for a small scale development of up to 6
dwellings on land East of Orchard Lane, Harrold and provides the criteria to apply.
Land East of Orchard Lane, Harrold

The site was originally put forward in the ‘call for sites’ process and sought 135
dwellings on a 4.47 hectare parcel of land. The parish council’s own site assessment
identified a number of different constraints across the site – flood zone, footpaths and
grade 3 agricultural land. The development of a smaller parcel of land with fewer
houses which addresses these constraints would be supported in principle.
Policy HNP4

Land at Priory Farm, Harrold

The land at Odell Road shall make provision for 13 dwellings. This shall consist of 9
market and 4 affordable units.
The affordable units shall consist of 1 x 2 bedroom house, 2 x 2 bedroom bungalow and
1 x 3 bedroom house.
The development shall follow the guidance and principles set out in Policy HNP5.
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Policy HNP4 supports the allocation of land for a small scale development of up to 13
dwellings on land at Priory Farm, Harrold and provides the criteria to apply.
Land at Priory Farm, Harrold

This site was originally put forward in the ‘call for sites’ process and proposed 150
houses on two parcels of land measuring approximately 10.57 hectares in total.

Policy HNP5

Harrold Village Design Statement

Development proposals for all new housing development should demonstrate that regard
has been given to Harrold Village Design Statement in respect of character, design,
siting, appearance, layout and other design considerations. Proposals for new
development should:
(i)

be sensitively designed taking opportunities to protect and improve the character
and appearance of the village;

(ii)

minimise the impact of such development on the natural and built areas of the
village and the adjoining countryside;

(iii)

make adequate provision for vehicle and cycle parking to ensure that and
development does not result in an unacceptable increase in the level of "on
street" parking.

Policy HNP5, and a separate Harrold Village Design Statement, provides a series of
detailed criteria to be take into account in assessing new development within Harrold
in order to make a positive contribution to the distinctive character and heritage of the
village together with preserving and enhancing the local distinctiveness of the village.
The Harrold Village Design Statement has been prepared by heritage consultant
‘Building the Past’. The Statement describes the distinctive characteristics of the
village and provides design guidance to influence future development and improve
the physical qualities of the area.
The parish are of the view that growth is best achieved through small-scale housing
sites as it enables greater housing mix and ensures the harmony and existing
character of the village, both built and natural, is protected. It is essential that the
supply of any new homes takes account of particular distinctive built and natural
features and the scale and grain of development in the immediate and wider area.
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The Harrold Village Design Statement identifies the differing built styles and sets out
design principles to be considered in the development of housing proposals. The
statement should inform and guide the design process and seek to ensure
development proposals maximise the opportunity to both protect and improve the
character of the village.
Policy HNP6

Heritage Assets

Proposals that involve the reuse of disused and under used heritage assets will be
supported in principle. However, special care should be given when proposing
development within the curtilage of or adjacent to both designated and non-designated
heritage assets. Development proposals should preserve and, where possible, enhance
the setting of affected assets.

Policy HNP6 seeks to ensure that the setting of heritage assets is preserved and,
where possible, enhanced.
Policy HNP7

Utility Services

Development proposals should make provision for adequate sewerage, water supply,
electricity and broadband service (where possible fibre-optic) to meet the needs of the
occupiers of the development. As a minimum, provision should be made within each site
to facilitate fibre optic broadband connection at a future date if not available at the time of
development.
Details of all utility services should be clearly illustrated on drawings submitted as part of
planning applications.

Policy HNP7 seeks to ensure that any proposal for development in Harrold provides
adequate and enhanced physical and communications infrastructure.
Policy HNP8

Financial Contributions

Financial contributions will be sought for the following non regulation 123 list matters on
the following sites:


Odell Road – bus shelters and pedestrian crossing point across Odell Road; onsite charging points for electric vehicles;



Orchard Lane – new footpath, cycle path and bridleway links; on-site charging
points for electric vehicles;



Priory Farm – bus shelters and new footpath, cycle path and bridleway link; onsite charging points for electric vehicles.

Policy HNP8 seeks developer contributions and where appropriate CIL towards a
number of proposed community projects. Several proposals are listed within the
policy as priorities for Harrold Parish.
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Policy HNP9

Sustainable Transport

Development proposals will be supported where they demonstrate how opportunities for
the use of sustainable modes of transport are maximised. This should be achieved
through maximising the potential for cycling and walking throughout the site; provision of
safe crossings; and linkages through to adjacent sites and existing parts of Harrold and
to adjoining villages. On-site charging points for electric vehicles should be provided for
all new developments.

Policy HNP9 seeks to provide greater choice of good transport modes, and to
encourage cycling and walking; sustainable modes of transport can help can alleviate
these problems for residents and tackle climate change and pollution
Policy HNP10

Existing Community Facilities

Development proposals involving the loss of existing community facilities (churches,
schools, medical practices, shops, public houses, restaurants, takeaways and Harrold
Centre) will be resisted unless a comparative facility exists or is provided in the village or
where it can be demonstrated that there is no longer a need for such a facility.

Policy HNP10 proposes a number of community facilities for protection. Development
that would result in loss would be subject to a number of criteria including no realistic
prospect of the existing use continuing for commercial and/or operational reasons,
provision of local alternative facilities, evidence of unsuccessful marketing or
community benefits.
Policy HNP11

New Community and Retail Facilities

Proposals for new shopping facilities, a dental surgery and other suitable community
facilities which aim to serve the needs of the local community within the village will be
supported providing the scale is appropriate for the village and where there are no
adverse impacts which cannot be satisfactorily mitigated.

Policy HNP11 seeks to diversify or enhance the range of community facilities subject
to specified criteria relating to acceptable traffic movements; amenity; adequate
parking; and appropriate scale and conveniently accessible.
Policy HNP12

New Business Uses

Proposals for new light industrial business and low impact uses (primarily those falling
within but not limited to use class B1) which enhance the opportunities for local
employment within the village will be supported providing they:
(i)
(ii)
(iii)
(iv)

contribute to the economic diversity and vitality of the Parish;
do not harm the existing amenities of local residents;
protect residential amenity, and;
do not adversely affect the highway in terms of road safety, noise, pollution
and congestion.
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Policy HNP12 supports the development of small-scale businesses which could
involve new builds or the conversion of existing buildings and diversification subject
to criteria. These include impact on amenity, access, traffic and parking, impact on
landscape and character of the area and design.
Policy HNP13

Home Businesses

Proposals for home working will be supported providing they:
(i)

contribute to the vitality of the Parish;

(ii)

do not harm the existing amenities of local residents;

(iii)

protect residential amenity, and;

(iv)

do not adversely affect the highway in terms of road safety and congestion.

Policy HNP13 supports the development of home working which is consistent with
the growth of technology which continues to provide more flexibility to work remotely
from the work place.
4.6

To fulfil one of the basic conditions these policies are required to be in general
conformity with strategic policies in the development plan for the local area. This
comprises the Core Strategy and Rural Issues Plan, the Allocations and
Designations Local Plan and the emerging Local Plan 2030.

4.7

In addition to policies, the Harrold NP also includes a section on non-land use
actions. These actions listed have been derived during the preparation of the NP and
from consultation carried out to date with the local community.
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5. Assessment
5.1

The first part of the assessment is to establish the need for the SEA. The table
below shows the assessment determining whether the Harrold NP falls into a
category of plans requiring SEA. The references to Articles are from Directive
2001/42/EC of the European Council on the assessment of the effects of certain
plans and programmes on the environment.
Stage
1. Is the NP subject to
preparation and/or
adoption by a national,
regional or local authority
OR prepared by an
authority for adoption
through legislative
procedure by Parliament
or Government? (Article.
2(a))
2. Is the NP required by
legislative, regulatory or
administrative provisions?
(Article. 2(a))
3. Is the NP prepared for
agriculture, forestry,
fisheries, energy, industry,
transport, waste
management,
telecommunications,
tourism, town and country
planning or land use, AND
does it set framework for
future development
consent of projects in
Annexes I and II to the EIA
Directive? (Article. 3.2(b))
4. Will the NP, in view of its
likely effect on sites,
require assessment under
Article 6 or 7 of the
Habitats Directive? (Art.
3.2 (b))
5. Does the NP determine
the use of small areas at
local level OR is it a minor
modification of a
plan/programme (Article
3.3

Y/N

Reasons
The Harrold NP is being prepared by a
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group with
the involvement of Harrold Parish Council
and not by a national, regional or local
authority. If the plan receives support from
the majority of the votes cast through a
referendum it will be ‘made’ by Bedford
Borough Council.

Y

While it is not mandatory for a
neighbourhood plan to be prepared,
however once made, it will form part of the
statutory development plan for assessing
planning applications.
The Harrold NP is prepared for town and
country planning and land use purposes,
however it does not explicitly set a
framework for future development consent of
projects in Annexes I or II of the EIA
Directive.

Y

N

A Habitats Assessment is currently being
carried out by Bodsey Ecology and this will
inform the Neighbourhood Plan to avoid or
mitigate any likely significant effects.

N

Y
If
yes,
go to
Q8

Yes, the Harrold Neighbourhood Plan
relates to the local area of the designated
Neighbourhood Area (please refer to Figure
1 provided on page 7 of this report).
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Stage

Y/N

6. Does the NP set the
framework for future
development consent of
projects (not just projects
in annexes to the EIA
Directive)? (Article. 3.4)

Reasons
Not applicable

7. Is the NP’s sole purpose
to serve national defence
or budget PP, OR is it cofinanced by structural
funds or EAGGF
programmes 2000 to
2006/7? (Article. 3.8 &
Article. 3.9)

Not applicable

8. Is the NP likely to have a
significant effect on the
environment? (Article. 3.5)

See the following table.

N

It is particularly relevant that specific criteria
within land allocation policies in the NP will
ensure that new development will preserve
or enhance the character and appearance of
the Conservation Area and preserve the
special architectural and historic interest of
listed buildings and the significance of nondesignated heritage assets.
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5.2

The next step in the screening assessment is to establish whether the Harrold NP is
likely to have a significant effect on the environment. The criteria for determining
the likely significance of effects are drawn from the Annex II of SEA Directive
2001/42/EC and is also set out in Schedule 1 of The Environmental Assessment of
Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004.
Criteria for determining
Likely to have
the likely significant
significant
Summary of significant effects
effects (Annex II SEA
environmental
Directive)
effects Y/N
The characteristics of plans and programmes, having regard, in particular, to—
1a The degree to which the
plan or programme sets
a framework for
projects and other
activities, either with
regard to the location,
nature, size and
operating conditions or
by allocating resources.
1b The degree to which the
plan or programme
influences other plans
and programmes
including those in a
hierarchy

The draft plan provides for up to 30
new dwellings over 3 sites.

1c The relevance of the
plan or programme for
the integration of
environmental
considerations in
particular with a view to
promoting sustainable
development

The achievement of sustainable
development is one of the basic
conditions that a Neighbourhood
Plan must meet.

1d Environmental problems
relevant to the plan.

There are no environmental
problems relevant to the NP in this
parish.

1e The relevance of the
plan or programme for
the implementation of
Community legislation
on the environment
(e.g. plans and
programmes linked to
waste management or
water protection or
renewable energy
generation)

The plan does not relate to waste
management or water protection.

N

The plan will be complementary to
the Bedford Borough Development
Plan.
N

N

N

N

-18-

Criteria for determining
Likely to have
the likely significant
significant
Summary of significant effects
effects (Annex II SEA
environmental
Directive)
effects Y/N
Characteristics of the effects and of the area likely to be affected, having regard, in
particular, to—
2a The probability,
The plan includes allocations for up to 30
duration, frequency dwellings and, as these sites were put
and reversibility of
forward during the process, it is highly
the effects
likely that these sites will be developed.
Importantly, there is specific criteria
within relevant policies in the NP that will
ensure that new development will
consider, preserve or enhance the
character and appearance of the
Conservation Area and preserve the
special architectural and historic interest
of listed buildings and the significance of
non-designated heritage assets. These
policies will ensure that the impact on the
setting of the conservation area and
nearby heritage assets will be taken into
account to ensure that there is no
negative impact.
2b The cumulative
nature of the effects

The plan covers a limited area for
housing development and the cumulative
effects impacts are considered to be
minimal.
The developments proposed are small
scale and careful design and layout will
ensure that the natural, built and historic
environment is respected and enhanced.

1

N

2c The transboundary
nature of the effects

It is not considered that the effects will
have any impact outside the Borough or
indeed the Parish.

2d The risks to human
health or
environment (e.g.
due to accidents)

The allocations are only for housing and
it is not considered that this will cause a
risk to human health or the environment
due to accidents.

2e The magnitude and
spatial extent of the
effects
(geographical area
and size of the
population likely to
be affected)

The population as measured from the
2011 census was 1,691 and there were
736 dwellings. The area of the parish
was 1,310 hectares which equates to a
population density of 1.3 persons per
hectare.1

Source: Harrold Parish Profile – 2011 Census – October 2013
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N

N

N

N

Criteria for determining
the likely significant
effects (Annex II SEA
Directive)
2f The value and
vulnerability of the
area likely to be
affected due to:
 Special natural
characteristics or
cultural heritage;
 Exceeded
environmental
quality standards
or limit values; or
 Intensive land
use

Summary of significant effects

Likely to have
significant
environmental
effects Y/N

The NP includes policies to ensure that
cultural heritage is either preserved or
enhanced. There are no other special
natural characteristics that are related to
the allocated development sites or within
the SPA boundary.
In addition, the NP is supported by a
comprehensive Village Design
Statement which seeks to identify and
protect the distinctive character of
Harrold as well as inform and ensure
new developments are designed to
respect the area.
The proposed development is not
considered to be an intensive land use.

N

It is particularly relevant that there are
specific criteria within relevant policies in
the NP that will ensure that new
development will preserve or enhance
the character and appearance of the
Conservation Area and preserve the
special architectural and historic interest
of listed buildings and the significance of
non-designated heritage assets. These
policies will ensure that there is no
negative impact from these relatively
small scale developments.
2g The effects on areas
or landscapes which
have a recognised
national, community or
international protection
status.

There are no national or internationally
recognised areas or landscapes within
the parish.
N
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6. Conclusions and recommendations of the Screening
Assessment
6.1 A screening assessment to determine the need for a SEA in line with regulations and
guidance was undertaken and can be found in section 5 of this report. The
assessment finds that no significant effects will occur as a result of the
implementation of the Harrold Neighbourhood Plan.
6.2 The NP has ensured that specific criteria exists within relevant policies in the NP that
will ensure that new development will consider, preserve or enhance the character
and appearance of the Conservation Area and preserve the special architectural and
historic interest of listed buildings and the significance of non-designated heritage
assets. These policies will ensure that there is no negative impact from these
relatively small scale developments.
6.3 Consequently from the findings of the screening assessment it is recommended that
a full SEA is not required for the Harrold Neighbourhood Plan.

-21-

