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INDEPENDENT EXAMINATION OF HARROLD NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

EXAMINER: Mary O’Rourke BA(Hons) DipTP MRTPI 

 
David Brough 
Clerk to Harrold Parish Council  
 
Sonia Gallaher 
Senior Planner 
Bedford Borough Council  
 
Via email 
 

Examination Ref: 02/MOR/HNP 
 

29 June 2021 
 

Dear Mr Brough and Ms Gallaher 
 
HARROLD NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN EXAMINATION  
 
I am in receipt of the responses from Bedford Borough Council and Harrold Parish Council to my 
preliminary questions annexed to my first procedural letter of 28 May 2021.  Thank you for the 
information provided, for which I am most grateful. 
 
The Parish Council’s submission refers to various documents that formed part of the evidence base 
to the Neighbourhood Plan.  As they do not appear to be documents readily accessible on either 
Councils’ websites in relation to the submitted Plan, I would appreciate if I could be provided with 
the following: 
 

• the Summary Document that I understand was distributed to all households with the 
issues/options survey form in May 2019 (see response to my question 11);   

• the transport assessments prepared for each of the allocated housing sites, the Borough 
Highways’ review of those proposals and the report of PJB Town Planning, referred to in the 
Parish Council’s response to my question 9;  and 

• a plan showing the NDP3 allocation site superimposed on the Environment Agency’s flood 
map showing flood zones 1, 2 and 3. 

 
Furthermore, in response to my question 15, I note that the Parish Council appears to be suggesting 
a modification to the Plan in respect of the extent of the NDP2 allocation site.  If that is the case, 
could I please be provided with what is being suggested by way of a modification to the Policies 
Map?   
 
I would be grateful if these additional documents could be provided within 2 weeks of the date of 
this letter. I will leave you to determine who is best placed to provide the respective elements of the 
information requested above. 
 
Site Visit 
 
I intend to undertake a site visit to the neighbourhood plan area during the week commencing 5 July 
2021 subject to the prevailing Government COVID-19 advice at that time.  This will assist in my 
assessment of the Plan, including the issues identified in the representations. 
 
The visit will be undertaken unaccompanied. It is very important that I am not approached to discuss 
any aspects of the Plan or the neighbourhood area, as this may be perceived to prejudice my 
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independence and risk compromising the fairness of the examination process (and further 
respecting the current COVID-19 distancing arrangements). 
 
I may have some additional questions, following my site visit, which I will set out in writing should I 
require any further clarification. 
 
If you have any process questions related to the conduct of the examination, which you would like 
me to address, please do not hesitate to contact the office team in the first instance.  
 
In the interests of transparency, may I prevail upon you to ensure a copy of this letter and any 
respective responses (including the documents requested) are placed on the Parish Council and 
Local Authority websites.  
 
Thank you in advance for your assistance. 
 
Your sincerely 
  

Mary O’Rourke  
  
Examiner 
 


