HARROLD VILLAGE DESIGN STATEMENT
This village design statement is intended to help to inform and ensure that new developments in the
settlement are designed and located so that local, traditional architectural characteristics are
respected, and that the distinctive character of Harrold is sustained and amplified, in line with the
expectations of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF).
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INTRODUCTION
The village name is probably derived from the combined words for ‘boundary’ and ‘wold’ or ‘weald’,
and is considered to mean a settlement on land boundaries located on rising land. The parish church
of St Peter stands at 156ft or 47.6m above sea level. Dungee Farm Cottages in the north of the
parish stand at 280ft above sea level, whilst Park Wood to the north west is at approximately 370ft.
Harrold lies approximately 9 miles to the north west of Bedford, and in close proximity to
Chellington and Carlton to the south, across the late medieval multi-span bridge, and Odell to the
north east.
The geology of the village is limestone with superficial deposits of alluvium, a mixture of sand,
gravel, clay and silt. Much of the village soil is river terrace deposit with clay soil north of the village.

NATIONAL PLANNING POLICY FRAMEWORK
Development pressure on Harrold has resulted in the residential extension off Meadway in the later
C20th, and the Roman Paddock housing development to the north of the village centre in the early
2000s. While the houses approved by Bedford Borough Council are pleasant, their siting, disposition
and architecture do not always amplify the local distinctiveness of Harrold, in accordance with the
expectations of the Neighbourhood Plan and the requirements of the National Planning Policy
Framework (NPPF).
In terms of the NPPF, sustainable development is achieved when three overarching objectives are
met. These objectives are economic, social and environmental.
The environmental objective focuses on protecting the natural, built and historic environment and
only when all three objectives are met is development considered to be sustainable.
Ch.12 of the NPPF, entitled ‘Achieving well-designed places’ states that ‘plans or supplementary
planning documents [such as the Neighbourhood Plan which this Village Design Statement (VDS)
feeds into] should use visual tools such as design guides or codes. These provide a framework for
creating distinctive places’.
Ch.16 entitled ‘Conserving and enhancing the historic environment’ states that ‘Plans [including
Neighbourhood Plans which are a part of the Local Plan] should set out a positive strategy for the
conservation and enjoyment of the historic environment….’ And that ‘this strategy should take
account of… the desirability of new development making a positive contribution to character and
distinctiveness’. Local Planning Authorities, in determining planning applications should take account
of that same desirability for new development to make a positive contribution to character and
distinctiveness.
The question that follows therefore concerns the character and distinctiveness of a place, and this
must be analysed and understood to ensure that any future development within the village is
sustainable as defined within the NPPF, and as amplified by the Local Plan and Neighbourhood Plan.
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POPULATION
Harrold is mentioned in the Domesday book, and whilst it grew slowly over the medieval period it
nevertheless continued steadily to expand. By the turn of the C19th there were over 700 people
here. By 1900 there were 1200 and by 1950, 1300. Today there are in excess of 1500 people.

SETTLEMENT EVOLUTION AND HISTORIC MAPS
The parish of Harrold is approximately square, and is tilted over by 45degrees, with the southeastern border being defined by the River Great Ouse. The village itself lies in the easternmost part
of the parish, bordered both by the river and the Carlton and Odell Road. Harrold developed
piecemeal and coalesced around the various parish manors during and after the medieval period. It
runs north of, and parallel to the River Great Ouse.
In the Domesday Book of 1086 the village comprised of one manor, but by the C18th there were four
manors. The main one was always Harrold Manor, but by the 1920s, following changes in the Law of
Property Acts, manorial fines and copyhold land tenure was abandoned, which had the effect of
abolishing manors in all but name.
The village developed around the church and High Street. Its linear east-west from features several
small perpendicular lanes north and south, which access the parish church via Church Walk to the
south, and the dwellings along Dove Lane, Brook Lane and Orchard Lane to the north.

Plate 1 shows the pre-enclosure layout at 1797. Map taken from
http://bedsarchives.bedford.gov.uk/CommunityArchives/Harrold/HarroldMaps.aspx
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Plate 2 is the northern section of the village as illustrated in the First Edition OS, from 1884. It is
instructive to note that most of the village that we know today had already been developed.

Plate 3 shows the southern portion of the village from the same OS maps series, of 1884.
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CHARACTER
Open Spaces
Most notably in the village is Harrold Green, a space which was to be retained open in perpetuity,
for fairs and markets. It is a fine triangular space with a small Market House in its centre, an
attractive war memorial at its north west corner, an early C19th coursed limestone rubble lock up at
the southern end, and a couple of bench seats. Whilst small, this space is attractive and historic. It is
evident on the map from 1797 and can be considered to be the centre of the village, culturally if not
spatially.
Further open space consists of Harrold Village Green immediately to the south of Harrold Green, a
verdant place of linked open spaces surrounded by trees and bordered to the south by the River
Great Ouse.

Plate 4 shows the village green, lined by mature trees and bordered by the River Great Ouse to the
south.
More recent open spaces include the playing fields to the east of the village centre, which run
alongside Odell Road. To the west lies the playground adjacent to The Harrold Centre.

Footpaths
Footpaths are a fundamental feature of the village, and might be considered one of the unique
selling points of Harrold. They weave along and across the little roads, alongside and in between the
houses and adjacent to The Brook, a tiny stream which runs parallel to the High Street to the north.
They are always narrow and link various lanes and parts of the village. Their diminutive scale is
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reflective of the size of the village, the narrowness and relative peacefulness of the side roads, and
the generally modest proportions of the houses which they knit together. They help define the
village. They are well signed and well used, but are currently not very well illuminated.

Plate 5 shows the brook running behind the houses on High Street.
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Plates 6 and 7

Plates 8 and 9
It is interesting to note that the Conservation Area boundary to the north runs along the line of the
brook.
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Plate 10

Grain
The grain of the village is tight, and debatably reminiscent of an imagined medieval past.
Nevertheless, Harrold features a wealth of early modern houses, many dating from C17th, though
some no doubt replace earlier properties in a similar location.
Another unique selling point of Harrold is the juxtaposition of the various locations, styles and scales
of the properties one to the other, and in their relationship with the road. A fine and idiosyncratic
example of this is the range of C18th and C19th farm buildings whose eastern boundary forms the
boundary to the churchyard. The property at the southern end effectively butts up against the
diagonal buttress to the church.
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Plates 11 to 13
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The density of the village is relative consistent across the historic core, and ends abruptly at the
periphery, particularly in Brook Lane in the north, and Mansion Lane in the west. Clear views across
the adjoining fields from the western end of the terrace illustrate the clear distinction between
settlement and countryside.

Plates 14 and 15 show the farm fields immediately west of the end of the row of houses in Mansion
Lane.
On the other hand, Orchard Lane continues into the countryside with a selection of large properties
on the western side of the road, well set back and uncharacteristic of the traditional forms and
spatial relationships found in the centre of the village.
To the south of High Street the residential development is curtailed by the River Great Ouse, which
runs from the south-west to the north-east.

Designated and non-designated heritage assets
There are 45 designated heritage assets (or listed buildings) in the parish. Some of the listings
include more than 1 property. The list description for each asset is included at the end of the VDS, as
Appendix 1.
There are plenty of non-designated assets in the village, sometimes linking designated assets, to
create a coherent historic core. However, there is no local list to identify these properties and no
additional protection for them.
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Plate 16 shows Historic England’s map of the village, illustrating the locations of all the listed
buildings in the place. The red circle indicates the ‘lock up’ or ‘roundhouse’, which is both listed at
Grade II, and is a Scheduled Monument.

Topography
Though the village centre is quite level, the land across the parish is quite undulating, as suggested in
the root of the village name. There is approximately 200ft difference between the high point at Park
Wood in the north west (370ft) and the low point at river level, to the south east.

Main Character Areas
Whilst the village features a Conservation Area, there is no Conservation Area appraisal to define the
character or characters of the place. As such, this VDS must be in part an appraisal, the necessary
precursor that showcases the essential character of the village and helps inform appropriate new
design.
The village is largely made up of brick or limestone buildings. High status and lower status buildings
both occupy places on High Street, but there is a greater degree of social and architectural variation
to High Street in the roads perpendicular it. For the purposes of the VDS the village is therefore
divided into the following main character areas, and relates to historic areas, spaces and buildings
which are considered to hold some form of architectural historical value for residents, workers and
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visitors:- 1. High Street. 2. Dove Lane. 3. Church Walk. 4. The Green. 5. Brook Lane and Orchard Lane.
6. Mansion Lane.
In assessing the significance of these areas - known collectively as ‘heritage assets’ both because
they feature historic buildings, listed and unlisted, and because they are all within the Harrold
Conservation Area – Historic England has defined various sorts of value or ‘interest’, in their
guidance, ‘Conservation Principles, Policies and Guidance’ (draft 2017), which helps define how and
why certain places are considered special.

Interest
The following text is taken from the current draft of HE’s ‘Conservation Principles’ document.
Historic Interest – ‘This is sometimes called historical value. A heritage asset is most commonly
valued for its historic interest – because of the way in which it can illustrate the story of past events,
people and aspects of life (illustrative value, or interest). When these stories become enmeshed with
the identity of a community, in addition to the asset’s historic interest it can be said to hold
communal value’.
Archaeological Interest – ‘This is sometimes called evidential or research value. There will be
archaeological interest in a heritage asset if it holds, or potentially may hold, evidence of past human
activity that could be revealed through investigation at some point. Archaeological interest in this
context includes above-ground structures as well as earthworks and buried or submerged remains
more commonly associated with the study of archaeology. Heritage assets with archaeological
interest may be the only source of evidence for human activities in the distant past. Equally, they
may contain evidence that complements or contradicts the evidence of written records or verbal
accounts in more recent times’.
Architectural and Artistic Interest – ‘Architectural and artistic interests derive from a contemporary
appreciation of the asset’s aesthetics. Architectural interest is an interest in the art or science of the
design, construction, craftsmanship and decoration of buildings and structures of all types. Artistic
interest is derived from the use of human imagination and skill to convey meaning through all forms
of creative expression. This might include the use, representation or influence of historic places or
buildings in artworks (contributing to their significance through their association with art), as well as
the meaning, skill and emotional impact of works of art within our environment that are either part
of heritage assets or assets in their own right. There is often an overlap between architectural and
artistic interest. However, when making decisions about conservation it can be useful to draw a
distinction between design created through detailed instructions (such as architectural drawings)
and the direct creation of a work of art by a designer who is also in significant part the craftsman
(such as a sculptor)’.
Principle 4 of the 6 referred to in the guidance states that ‘Heritage assets should be managed to
sustain their heritage values’ – and in this scenario, a VDS could be used to help define how new
development would sustain and perhaps amplify the heritage values as defined.
The framework for helping ensure that heritage values are sustained in listed buildings and the
Conservation Area is the requirement in the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act
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1990, to preserve the significance of both listed buildings and the character and appearance of
Conservation Areas. This is reiterated in the NPPF and the policies within the Local Plan.

1. High Street
High Street consists of high status houses, from several centuries, constructed in both limestone and
brick. In similar numbers property is sited against the edge of the road, and behind some form of
boundary. As a general guide, the earlier houses are set against the road edge, whilst the later ones
– usually Victorian or Edwardian – are behind boundary walls or hedges.

Plate 17 and 18 shows the spatial relationship between those properties which line the street, in a
time when traffic of all kinds was limited, quiet and slow, compared to those later properties which
stepped back from the road to allow for the greater intensity of traffic, people and noise.
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Plates 19 and 20 show the earlier coursed rubble stone dwelling against the back edge of the road
and, in support of the fact that the exception makes the rule, a later Victorian red brick property
(since painted) which is also set against the back edge of the road.

Plate 21 illustrates a high status red brick property from the late C19th or turn of the C20th. It
features a natural clay roof, decorative gables and elegantly detailed windows and doors.
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2. Dove Lane
This little road, perpendicular to High Street is narrow, short and attractive. The buildings appear to
date from the C19th, with turn of the C21st development at the northern end.

Plates 22 is a detail from the First Edition OS map. It shows the terrace of little dwellings on the west
side of the road, and the larger ones on the east side. Today, some of the houses have been
removed, and garden land created to the west. Plate 23 looks north along Dove Lane.

Plate 24 shows the yard to the east side of Dove Lane. This little area, and the intimate scale of its
properties is attractive and characteristic of the spaces in the village, both public and private. This
helps sustain the character of what is essentially a Victorian road.
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Plates 25 and 26 show new development at the northern end of Dove Lane. On the eastern side the
housing replaces an earlier terrace of housing but is done so with relative sensitivity. The western
side is similarly responsive to the environment.

3. Church Walk
This road is south of High Street, directly opposite Dove Lane. The land drops away a little, as it nears
the river. The church is on the eastern side of the road at the historic end of the village.

Plate 27 shows the cluster of properties gathered at the junction – many of which are still present
today.
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Plates 28 and 29 are combined from the First Edition OS. A small cluster of houses gathered at the
northern end of the lane and allowed space around the property listed as Pointers Lodge and its
barns, which date from the C17th, C18th and C19th, to nestle at the base of the parish church tower.
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Plate 30 shows the attractive coursed rubble gable of the C17th and C19th Grade II listed Old
Vicarage on the right, and the brick and rubble gable of the outbuilding, to the left.

Plates 31 and 32 show the C17th Grade II listed barn north west of Pointers Lodge, and the parish
church of St Peter. The quiet lane, grassed verges and trees confers a level of tranquillity on the
space befitting to the setting of a parish church.
Harrold Hall, which was situated at the end of the lane, beyond the church, was demolished in the
C20th, and the space it occupied has been redeveloped with large and uncharacteristic properties
which are not within the Conservation Area.

4. The Green
This area is as fundamentally a part of the village as the area surrounding the parish church. Despite
being small, its location, and the quality of properties surrounding it, gives it a very fine quality. Not
only are the houses – and the school - around The Green attractive buildings, but the inclusion of a
Market House, an early C19th lock up, a collection of fine specimen trees and a footpath leading to
the extended green at the foot of the River Great Ouse, creates a special place which contributes
enormously to the character and appearance of the Conservation Area.
It is also a fitting place for the war memorial, which defines the space both as central to the village,
spatially and perhaps culturally but, despite the increase in traffic in recent times, a tranquil place.
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Plates 33 to 36 show aspects of The Green.
The lower part of the green, Harrold Village Green, leads down to the river and provides tranquillity
and the opportunity for solitude.
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Plate 37 looks south across the Great Ouse from the village green.
The properties which line the road and then the footpath along the green are appropriately scaled
and provide natural surveillance of the route. Their scale reflects that in other parts of Harrold and is
a fundamental aspect of the character of the place.

5. Brook Lane and Orchard Lane
These two little lanes run north from High Street, towards its western end. They are parallel to each
other, and are lined with houses both gable and flank end on to the roads. There are no footpaths or
verges, which creates the intimate feeling of a backwater, with little traffic and low speeds.
Brook Lane begins with the Harrold Institute on its south-eastern corner, a fine late Victorian or
Edwardian civic building, and the Oakley Arms public house on the other.
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Plates 38 and 39 show the landmark buildings which begin Brook Lane.
The diminutive stream runs along the western side of the lane, with little footpaths spanning its
width to access houses on this side of the road and cuts across the road to run east along the back
garden land of the properties on the north side of High Street.

Plates 40 and 41 show how the course of the stream is managed in the village. A footpath straddles
it on Brook Lane, and a retaining wall contains the land against it on the footpath at the rear of High
Street.
Coursed rubble houses predominate towards the southern end of the lane, with later red brick
properties further north. This architectural evolution probably shows the outward extension of the
village during the C18th and C19th.
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Plate 42 shows the street layouts in the later Victorian era and in Plate 43 (an enlargement of the
previous) the interesting arrangement of terraced properties perpendicular to the lanes in various
locations, highlighted in blue. These little tenements appear to be of a similar scale to those parallel
with the lanes. Both groups in Brook Lane are rubble stone with re-laid tiled roofs. Their form may
reflect the line of properties which were demolished to make way for Dickens Close, on the western
side of Orchard Lane.
A narrow footpath leads from Brook Lane to Orchard Lane, threading its way between rear gardens.
It is evidenced on the First Edition OS maps from the 1880s.

Plate 44 and 45 show the footpath between houses.
At its northern extent, the countryside meets the final house in a traditional fashion.
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Plate 46 shows a field gate beyond the last house in Brook Lane.

Orchard Lane begins with the village butchers on the eastern corner and The Vines, a Grade II listed
rubble stone cottage with a natural slate roof on the western corner.

Plate 47 shows The Vines and the property adjacent, which address the corner of Orchard Lane and
High Street.
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Plate 48 Beyond The Vines, heading north is Dicken House, a very rare example in Bedfordshire of a
‘Wealden house’, a timber framed high status property, probably from the early C16th. (Photograph
taken from the Historic England website)
Orchard Lane in its southern section largely consists of rubble stone walling with red brick detailing.
As it heads north it is enclosed by two storey properties on both sides, in a similar manner to Brook
Lane. However, instead of ending peremptorily, it opens out into the surrounding countryside as the
low rise, spacious character of bungalows takes over.

6. Mansion Lane
This road peels off High Street as it dips south west, to continue west. It consists largely of the
terrace of houses which are evidence on the OS map from the 1880s.

Plate 49 shows the Victorian terrace.
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Plate 50 looks west along Mansion Lane.
At the end of the lane, and in a similar fashion to the end of Brook Lane, the fields greet the last
houses.

Plate 51 looks north west towards Park Wood.
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Conservation Area
There is no Conservation Area Appraisal for Harrold. However, the VDS has assessed the character of
the place, and uses the language of a Conservation Area Appraisal, because only when the character
of a place has been considered, understood and defined can a VDS successfully describe and justify
what are considered to be appropriate forms of new development.
The Conservation Area is contained, and is centred on the High Street, though does include The
Mansion in the north west because whilst statutorily protected, its landscape contributes to the
character and appearance of the village as well as its cultural history. As the centre of Harrold is
designated it helps to ensure that the spatial and architectural qualities of the place are protected
from inappropriate development, and because it is such a good Conservation Area, the currency of
Conservation Areas in general is sustained.
An adjective to describe Harrold could be ‘intimate’. Another might be ‘traditional’ in the sense that
small scale housing, quiet side roads, a sleepy lane accessing the parish church and a river running
past is a quintessential image of England as it used to be – at least in the imagination, if not always in
reality – though to complement the checklist the addition of a primary school, a community centre,
a cricket pitch, small public houses, a local butchers and a corner shop all conspire to create what
might be considered ‘a traditional English village’.
The character of the place is certainly distinct and is defined by the scale and volume of buildings
and their spatial arrangement. HE states that ‘The historic character of a place is the group of
qualities derived from its past uses that make it distinctive. This may include: its associations with
people, now and through time; its visual aspects; and the features, materials, and spaces associated
with its history, including its original configuration and subsequent losses and changes’.
Coursed rubble limestone is characteristic here, and its use in early modern houses dating from the
C17th to the C19th speaks of the history of the place and with it the lives of inhabitants over
generations. The other locally available material, red brick, is evident in the later buildings in the
parish. Soft red brick, employed in the majority of properties in Harrold constructed since the turn of
the C20th, was laid well using either Flemish or Stretcher bond. The uniformity of the brick and of its
laying, its detail around window and door heads particularly in otherwise stone buildings, is very
diagnostic of the village and give these buildings an attractive aesthetic.

Important Views and Landmarks
There are many fine views in and through the village. The narrow High Street, both straight in the
east and sinuous in the west, contains fine houses and good views of them. The soft landscape
always contributes very positively to the village character and in views of the greens they are
fundamental.
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Plate 52 indicates important views in the village. It should be noted that the arrows illustrate the
view, which is usually appreciated equally looking from either end.

The view of the church spire, and then the rest of the building as one approaches from the north, is a
visual delight. Again, the soft landscape plays its part.
Looking up Dove Lane, Brook Lane and Orchard Lane they describe domestic scenes that have little
changed in the last century and contribute very positively to the character of the place.
The view up the drive towards The Mansion is historic and very much a part of the village and its
collective memory.

Important Buildings
Chief amongst them from an architectural historical perspective must be the parish church, a very
fine Grade I listed building constructed from coursed rubble limestone. Whilst there is evidence of
C13th work, much of the structure dates from the C14th and C15th. Its very austere tower is C14th
with a C15th spire and flying buttresses, celebrating the quality of engineering and masonry
available to those parishes wealthy enough to afford it.
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Plates 53 and 54 show the fine church spire and its graveyard, bounded to the west by barn walls.
High status houses such as The Mansion must rank highly amongst the architecturally important
buildings on the village, but because in this case its location is outside the centre of the village, its
contribution to the character of the village generally is limited.

Plate 55
Perhaps more significant is the Harrold Centre, formerly known as the Harrold Institute, a nondesignated asset erected in two phases, in 1901 and 1911. Despite the Edwardian predilection for
grand gesture, these fine buildings (linked in the 1970s) are sensitively scaled and well articulated.
The land surrounding them contains a playground, car park and tennis courts, and is no less than
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fundamental to both the community life of the village, and the character and appearance of the
Conservation Area.
Fine houses on High Street vie for attention: The Maple and Maple Cottage at the east end are
attractive and simply detailed stone houses from the early C19th.
Similarly attractive, but entirely different in its articulation are the pair of properties opposite, a
good quality late Victorian or early Edwardian pair of villas.

Plates 56 and 57 illustrate the differences in architectural style and date of two very fine properties –
both of which consist of two dwellings.
Further west on High Street are the second pair of red brick Edwardian villas, this time with three
storeys – and beyond on that, on the south side of High Street the non-designated property known
as Harrold House, a fine gable fronted Victorian house in coursed ashlar.
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Plate 58 and 59 show two fine properties, though probably too late and insufficiently rare enough to
be listed.
Immediately opposite this house is the Grade II listed Barham House, an equally fine, C18th house in
rubble stone with a Doric order porch and classical proportions.

Plate 60 shows the Grade II listed Barham House.

Whilst the status of the housing reduces slightly as High Street heads west, the architectural quality
of domestic property remains.
However, a singular building of high significance is the village lock up, a round stone building on the
village green, which is both intrinsically attractive and helps define the early modern development of
Harrold.
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Plate 61 shows the lock up and Plate 62 shows the village Market House, an attractive Grade II listed
structure which reinforces the sense that the green lies at the heart of the community. The Market
House in this very central location amplifies its communal and aesthetic interest.

Street Scenes
View into and through the village are almost entirely positive, and they contribute strongly to the
character and appearance of the village, which is centred upon the Conservation Area.
East and west along High Street the imposing architecture and proximity of properties to each other
creates in places a physical closeness that amplifies the human scale of the village. As the road heads
west it opens up gradually, but because it is lined with stone structures which have weathered more
robustly than their timber framed counterparts, they continue to withstand the pressures to rebuild
and redevelop.
All views along the side roads previously mentioned contribute to the character of Harrold in a
positive manner. The intimacy of small properties in close proximity, juxtaposed in their materials,
position on the road and their architecture, combined with shared roads and footpaths, bring to
mind for the viewer the idyll of village life, and the organic evolution of a place.
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Plates 63 to 76 illustrate some of the positive views experienced in the village.

Significant Features
The church and its spire are the most notable features of the village, though there are plenty of
examples of individual elements over and above those buildings already mentioned, which
contribute to the specialness of the village.
The brook is perhaps the most notable feature after the church, which has to an extent defined how
and where properties have been erected. Straddling it to access homes in Brook Lane and defining
property boundaries south of it against High Street have clearly helped give Harrold its uniqueness,
and its visual appeal.
The new property on the bend on High Street at the western end is a sensitive piece of architecture,
responding well to its location in a Conservation Area and a limestone village. The ashlar and rubble
façade, the steeply pitched roof and the contemporary glazing make it at once both notable, and
suitably sensitive to the vernacular scene.
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Plate 77 shows the newly constructed house on the bend opposite The Mansion.

Negative Views and Spaces
Harrold is quite special. It has avoided the worst excesses of post war expansion. Nevertheless,
nowhere in the south of England is devoid of uncharacteristic or detrimental architecture.

Plates 78 and 79 illustrate the blandness and ubiquity of some post war building. Whilst the flats in
Plate 78 are well scaled, their flat roofs ensuring a degree of scale sensitivity, the block is at the same
time entirely uncharacteristic of Harrold. 1960s and 1970s flat roofs are almost without exception
unattractive and are usually seen in combination with a poor quality brick. The red brick block in
Plate 79 is too tall, and its windows too small. The combination creates a ‘distance’ or aloofness
between it and the street, which results in it playing a detrimental role in the street scene.
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Plates 80 and 81 show two flat roofed structures on High Street which allow views to ‘leak’ away.
They are unattractive post war buildings which detract from the character of the place.

Plates 82 and 83. Whilst not unattractive, these close boarded fences are uncharacteristic of the
village centre, where iron railings, brick and stone walls and hedges are more appropriate. Such
fences are more traditionally associated with post war estate development.

Social Places and Spaces
The village green in its two parts is a very positive space, whose aesthetic appeal is amplified by the
lock up, the Market House, and the war memorial. Seating and fine trees allow contemplation and
the small cottages on the eastern side add to the sense of time standing still.
The open space to the south of the church is also very attractive. Though it is in close proximity to
the church, it feels less formal. Its creation is as a result of the removal of Harrold Hall after WWII
and the creation of Hall Close and the large properties which are accessed by it.
The Harrold Centre is a community gathering place, as are the Baptist Church, the United Reformed
Church, the school, the public houses, the Co-Op, the restaurants and the butcher’s shop. These
formal and informal places help create and reinforce a sense of village identity and are positive
contributors both to the character and appearance of the place, and its life as a settlement.
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Plates 84 to 88 illustrate some of the communal spaces and places in Harrold.

Built Form
Those buildings in the parish which are considered attractive and act as good templates for future
development, whether in their scale or articulation, are those which are generally small, unique and
hold some form of connection with the past. Overwhelmingly, those properties began life as
dwellings.
Broadly, it is the buildings erected before WWII which tend to be considered attractive and
traditional, and make up the huge majority of buildings within the Conservation Area - though there
are always exceptions.
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While there are no doubt a range of reasons for the admiration of and attachment to older property,
including memories of family and community, before the rise in mass housing and the changes they
brought to the shape of settlements and the concomitant increases in population, it is the following
aspects of built form which have influenced the physical appearance of Harrold, and which it is
considered need to be employed in future development, to sustain and amplify the architectural
traditions of the village.
Fundamentally, it is the human scale of more historic housing which endears. This is brought about
by a strong horizontal emphasis and a low eaves and ridge line. These buildings are easily
understood, or ‘legible’, and they are innately recognisable. They are neither over-scaled nor poorly
detailed, but individual homes, usually with small windows and doors and traditionally pitched roofs.
Low floor to ceiling heights undoubtedly help create a more human scale, and even when the choice
of materials or the size of windows appears uncharacteristic, their overall massing allows them the
opportunity to blend comfortably into the settlement.
Rarely is there a single building type which is distinct to a particular settlement, and to the exclusion
of all other built form. So it is with Harrold. Whilst the majority of positive contributors to the
character of Harrold are dwellings, their massing, articulation, shape and materials vary.
Small terraces are evident, as are individual houses cheek by jowl in a variety of materials. They
sometimes address the road at an angle, some perpendicular to it, but the vast majority are
arranged parallel to it.
After WWII there was a requirement to build a greater quantity of houses, and this resulted
nationally in a generic architecture which detrimentally affected towns and villages. In Harrold, this
expansion took place beyond the core of the village because the existing houses which were closely
built together in the village centre did not allow for much infilling. Only the occasional windfall site
allowed for new houses to encroach upon the core of the village.

Wall Materials
Locally distinctive materials include limestone and red brick. Gault brick is far less frequent, as is
timber framing, which is now very rare in Harrold - with the one notable exception being the
property known as Dicken House.
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Plates 89 to 92. The first plate illustrates coursed limestone. The second image shows that coursed
rubble stone was still being used in Harrold for polite houses in the C18th. The third image shows
that a century before it was in use on C17th cottages with thatched roofs. The final image shows the
use of red brick, with stone dressings, in a manner quite typical of the village.
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Plate 93 shows a fine gault brick house. This material is a rarity in Harrold. Plate 94 shows the use of
red brick detailing with rubble facades, in a style sometimes seen in the village. The employment of
two materials is more than simple utility required. Squared edges are easier to build, and to install
window and door frames against. However, the use of brick here shows at once the continued use of
rubble into the Victorian (and Edwardian) eras, and the architectural delight at applying well detailed
red brick quoins to reflect the modern age.
The houses generally range in date from the C17th to the C21st. Many are constructed in the local
limestone, though the later ones, from the majority from the C19th onwards are built in brick,
sourced locally in Bedfordshire.

Windows – type, materials, colour
On their own, window types are usually less diagnostic of a village, but in combination with the
forms and scale of properties they create the character of buildings, and therefore areas. Their form
is typically limited to metal or wood, casement or sash.
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Plates 95 and 96. The first plate shows three light casements, and fixed lights, both in timber. The
second plate on a later property employs two over two sash windows with fine glazing bars.

Plates 97 and 98 shows little lead light casements and fixed lights, and finely detailed margin light
casements, a relatively short lived but very elegant fashion which emphasized the use of large panes
of glass and fine framing members.
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SO - WHAT DOES HARROLD NEED…..?
In analysing the built form, spaces and landscape of the historic core of Harrold, and in considering
the other features that make the village special, suitable forms and details for new developments
are described and illustrated, below.
In addition to the forms and details noted, the three new sites proposed for settlement extensions
outside the village centre should incorporate many of the same aspects as those new houses within
the historic core. Appropriate design for a locality is at the heart of a VDS, and in order to amplify the
local distinctiveness of a place the common thread which should link all spaces and places in a village
is local architectural tradition.
Nevertheless, in village extensions which will be served by a new roads system, the principle of
appropriated urban design needs to be integrated with the following forms and details noted below.
The creation of new spaces, or public realm, should be guided by advice contained within manuals
such as ‘Streets For All’ and its East of England supplement, as well as ‘Urban Design’. These manuals
consider the appropriate, pedestrian friendly layout of settlements, and in detail the sensitive
introduction of roads, and amongst other issues the considered use of surfaces, verges, street
furniture, signage, lighting, post boxes, cycle parking and cctv cameras.
The aim of employing nationally recognised guidance, in tandem with a VDS and a Neighbourhood
Plan, helps avoid generic house types and standard highway solutions – and in so doing, the locally
distinctive features, shapes and spaces of Harrold can be amplified both in small developments
within the village centre, and in the new residential extensions on the periphery of the village.

Design Principles
•
•
•

•

•
•

The character and appearance of the Conservation Area must be protected in accordance
with the requirements of the legislation.
The scale and form of new development in the middle of the village should reflect the best
examples of those properties in the vicinity.
In the new areas of development, housing should not usually exceed two storeys – though
one and a half storeys would help with engendering a level of intimacy that the centre of the
village currently displays. These houses are usually 7 to 7.5mtrs tall.
A two storey need not exceed 8mtrs to ridge. However, roof pitches should reflect tradition.
In Harrold, the traditional roof pitch tends to be well in excess of 35degrees. A 40degree or
even 45degree roof would result in lower eaves than a 35degree roof, if all properties were
8m tall. The use of a lower eaves helps ensure a less suburban character and will, in
combination with less engineered roads and sensitive architecture, help ensure the village
retains its characteristic feel.
However, an occasional two and a half house, used as a landmark, for instance at junctions,
could be erected, but it should not dominate the road.
The density of all new development must be low, as befits edge of village developments,
with lower density still at the periphery, with soft landscaped fingers which stretch out into
the countryside beyond.
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•

The morphology of new development should avoid culs de sac, which create difficult areas
for pedestrians to access. Through roads and footpaths to reflect the form and character of
those in Harrold should link all areas.

Local Distinctiveness
The thrust of the VDS is to help ensure thoughtful, sensitive new development in Harrold which
respects the most characteristic and locally distinct architecture of the village. Fundamentally, this
comes down to two things: scale and articulation. In order to ‘fit in’ with the pattern, form and
character of those buildings which contribute positively to the specialness of Harrold, new homes
must be of an appropriate scale, and carefully articulated, to respect and reinforce local
distinctiveness. The following aspects of design are crucial to ensuring that new dwellings are
suitable.

Appropriate scale
New residential development should be constructed on either one, two or, in the correct location,
two and a half storeys – with limited floor to ceiling heights. The upper storey in two and a half
storey buildings must feature lower ceiling heights and skillings, to ensure any dormer windows are
suitably hierarchical. This will help keep the scale of new buildings in line with more historic forms.
Tall floor to ceiling heights are generally uncharacteristic of the village – though of course there are
occasional examples in the later, more refined or ‘polite’ architecture of the Victorian and Edwardian
eras. Nevertheless, excessively tall ceilings and more than the very occasional two and a half storey
property would not reinforce the character of the village and will therefore not usually be
supported.
In traditionally roofed buildings, roof height, roof pitch and the depth of the building are inextricably
linked. The depth of buildings in Harrold is modest, which reflects the age of the buildings, and/or
the social status of the original tenants. A depth of more than 5m creates problems inasmuch as the
roof must either be reduced to an uncharacteristic pitch to span it, or it results in a ridge that would
appear uncharacteristically tall. The flat roofed alternative is uncharacteristic of Harrold and should
be avoided, unless concealed by surrounding pitched roofs, or boundary walls.
The height of a roof should be the result of the depth and a traditional pitch of roof. However,
because all threes aspects of design are linked, it is most important that the overall character of
new buildings should reflect the best architecture and urban design in Harrold.
In much of the historic centre of the village the ‘human scale’ of building creates an intimate feeling
where roads appear to be diminished in their significance. In such places as Dove Lane, Brook Lane
or Orchard Lane the pedestrian might be seen to have right of way. This relationship between the
height of the buildings and the spaces between their frontages – the height to width ratio – is
important in defining space, and subject to the location of new housing, it could be used as a tool to
inform layouts to amplify the requirements of the pedestrian to feel safe, and for the architecture to
reflect the traditions of the village.
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Local Materials
The village of Harrold consists predominantly of rubble stone buildings, commonly constructed
during the C18th and C19th. The use of rubble stone in new housing would reinforce the traditions
of the village and should therefore be encouraged.

Plate 99 shows rubble stone employed in the house gable and boundary wall. Note the red brick
quoin.
Despite its location on the edge of the stone belt, soft red bricks were frequently also employed. The
clay, which was easily won, makes fine bricks, and the works at Stewartby and elsewhere have
helped create and sustain an architectural tradition that is now so well-known and readily identified
that it has become a diagnostic feature of Bedfordshire housing.
Red bricks should be employed both as a material in its own right, and as a detail in window and
door jambs on stone buildings. Red bricks should be lightly textured and consist of a range of tones
and hues, rather than one plain, almost characterless finish, which diminishes the appeal of a façade
and does not reinforce the traditions of the village.

Plate 100 shows the variety of tones evident in this traditional wall in the village.

44

Importantly, historic brickwork in Harrold is good. The joints between bricks are nominally 3/8” (or
10mm) and the bricks were fired and laid to imperial dimensions. The mortar was traditionally lime
based and employed a gritty aggregate and a soft sand, lending any wall a textured and organic
appearance.
Patination, the formation of an apparently weathered brick skin, is the result of an accumulation of
airborne pollution over many years – and during the Victorian era the ongoing industrial revolution
resulted in extremely unclean air – which meant the majority of brick buildings were coated in
varying levels of dirt. Despite unhealthy environments, patination is considered to have benefit the
appearance of brickwork. It reduces the visual impact of new masonry and appears to age it. It is a
characteristic of many masonry surfaces and typically gives buildings a softer, more organic
appearance.
Rendered elevations are a very rare feature in Harrold and appear to have been applied over stone,
perhaps for the purposes of weathering protection. However, given their limited popularity, they
should only be employed in new development in the village very sparingly.

Front doors and porches
The vast majority of historic door openings in the houses in Harrold do not feature traditional
porches. Instead, they employ surrounds appropriate to the age and status of the property.

Plates 101 to 105 illustrate the formal and less formal treatment of front doors in Harrold.
Nevertheless, there are small lead, slate, or plain clay covered storm porches evident mainly on the
smaller cottages in the west of the village, and one or two more formal affairs in those buildings of a
higher status on and around High Street.
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Plates 106 to 108 show the simplicity of a storm porch. There are very few slate covered porches
despite its common use on the main slopes of roofs. It is interesting to note also the lack of stone
slate roofs to porches (and main roof slopes) in an area with an obvious limestone presence.
Doorcases and porches help define the front of the property. Small porches reinforce the human
scale of houses and act functionally, while the grander porches, usually attached to Victorian and
Edwardian properties are functional, but they are also an expression of status, and no doubt in some
cases a reflection of the exuberance of the architect or homeowner.

Windows
The windows in a traditional house from the C17th and C18th are relatively small. The price of glass
and the imposition of the window tax, which was in force for 150 years, ensured that when many of
Harrold’s older houses were constructed they employed small, infrequent windows, designed more
for functionality than for fashion. Small windows in vernacular houses contribute enormously to the
character of property and help define those buildings as historic.

Plates 109 and 110 show the size of the opening in early cottages, and the relatively small sizes of
the glass panes.
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The higher status, polite houses from the early C19th tend to feature symmetrical openings and,
despite the continued imposition of the window tax, larger windows with more glass.

Plate 111 shows symmetry and large openings.
By the time of Queen Victoria, the window tax had been repealed, the manufacturing cost of glass
had been reduced and it was acknowledged that light and air were beneficial to health. As such,
Victorian and Edwardian houses of all status saw larger windows, typically arranged in a symmetrical
fashion in a brick façade.

Plates 112 and 113 show fine later Victorian and Edwardian houses with elegant windows and stone
surrounds.
The ratio of masonry to opening, the arrangement and location of windows in facades and the
adoption of details such as porches, low eaves and breaks in the elevation all contribute to creating
attractive properties - and should be used in conjunction to reflect the overall character of the
village.
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Smaller houses could employ windows asymmetrically on the façade, whilst larger properties could
adopt the formality and symmetry of Victorian and Edwardian properties.
Casement and sash windows are both well represented in Harrold. Their form and modelling should
be the starting point for windows in new property. Symmetrical or ‘balanced’ windows are a
tradition of the Victorian era, in which the frame sections of both fixed lights and openers appear
the same. This simple aesthetic belies the relative complexity of the design but ensures elegance in
the frame.
PVCu is cheap and readily available, but the inherent strength of the material means that frames are
usually large and clumsy, though recent progress in frame design is helping to create more sensitive
detailing. However, ‘stormproofing’, the term used to describe the way an opening window overlaps
the frame of the fixed window adjacent, is a post war design which does nothing to further the
traditional character of Harrold – and as such, whether they are made of timber or PVCu, they
should be avoided.
Timber windows are generally more delicate and ensure better sightlines. The increasing skill of the
joiner in the C18th and C19th meant that both sashes and casements became finely detailed. This
refinement enhanced the status of the window, the house in which it was installed, and therefore,
the householder.
However, whilst aluminium is not a traditional material, it might also be employed, because its
strength ensures that the frames can remain slim.

Clay roof tiles
Roofs in Harrold consist traditionally of both clay tile and slate. Clay tiles were usually made either in
the same factory as bricks, or in close proximity, using the same clays. In Harrold they are
predominantly red clay, with concrete tile on the post war properties. Some of the traditional
houses have also changed their tile from clay to concrete, which has diminished the visual appeal of
the roof.
Concrete tiles are far more uniform, they are usually thicker than clay and their leading edge is
generally flat, which results in a very uniform, less appealing roof. Plain clay tiles on the other hand
are cambered, or curved, sometimes in both their length and their width, which results in visually
more interesting roofs. The inconsistencies in the surface are illustrated best when the roof catches
the morning or evening light and on historic properties sometimes amplifies the form of the
underlying roof structure.
Clay pantiles are also a characteristic of the village, and their waving form notably contributes to
their visual appeal. They are quite individual in their shape, and even when they appear to have
bene made and laid at the same time, their form is varied.
Both clay and concrete tiles have a texture which attracts moss and lichen to grow on them. This in
turn contributes to the character of the roof. The inconsistent quality of repair, or the incomplete
replacement of tiles over time can result in the sometimes varied qualities and tonal variety of many
roofs.

48

New roofs should feature either a hand-made or machine-made red clay tile, rather than concrete,
and employ a neat clipped eaves, as above.

Plates 114 to 116 show the use of plain clay tiles on polite and vernacular structures of differing
forms.

Slate
Slate was introduced following the coming of the railways. It was mined in Wales, Cumbria and
Cornwall, and transported nationally, and then internationally. British slate is a fine material. Its
larger size reduces the inconsistency evidenced on roofs clad with small tiles, and is diagnostic of
Victorian and Edwardian houses.

Plates 117 and 118. Slate is diagnostic of Victorian and Edwardian buildings generally, including
many outbuildings.
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Plate 119 shows an earlier house with a slate roof (also seen in the plate above) and its neighbour, a
slightly more recent red brick property, with a plain clay roof.

Thatch
There are a handful of thatched properties within the village. There were no doubt substantially
more, but they have since been demolished and replaced. Long straw is a characteristic of the
county, and whilst it has been largely replaced with tile and slate it could nevertheless be considered
traditional to the village.
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Plates 120 to 125 illustrate the range of thatched houses in Harrold.
New dwellings could employ long straw thatch to reinforce the identity of the smaller, older
properties in Harrold, and by so doing help re-establish the tradition in the county which has largely
been replaced with combed wheat and/or water reed.

Plate 126 illustrates slate, thatch and pantile. Each covering is diagnostic of the form and period of
the house beneath it.

Chimneys
A characteristic of all post C16th dwellings, they are the result of a combination of introducing first
floors to early framed houses, and the (as then) new way of heating the home. Harrold displays the
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usual range of chimneys, and they contribute notably to the visual appeal of the village. They
reference the past and on new buildings help to embed them within their surroundings.
Red brick stacks are a feature of many houses, and were probably manufactured from the same clay
as the tiles and bricks. Simple or elegant, most of them still feature clay chimney pots and no cowls.

Plates 127 to 131 highlight the consistent use of red brick in chimney stacks.

Garden sizes and character
Most historic houses in the village do not have front gardens as they are situated on the back edge
of the pavement. Where the properties are in close proximity to each other, situated across a
narrow piece of roadway, rear gardens are small and are usually contained behind brick or stone
boundary walls.
Low brick walls and boundary hedges are also a feature of Harrold and together all three means of
enclosure should be used in new development.
Due to the proximity of housing in the village centre, most vehicles are parked on the road. Whilst
unfortunate, it is a function of pre-motor car development. Later development has sought to tuck
vehicles out of the way, and in future development which seeks to do this will be encouraged. In
addition, sensitively landscaped car parking spaces integrated into new dwellings, as well as in small
pocket car parks for perhaps 5 to 10 vehicles, using local materials and landscaped with native
species, will be supported.
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Relationship to the street
Houses in Harrold are generally close to the street. Whether they are defined by a front boundary,
or are located hard against the back edge of the pavement, their position helps contain the space
and create a positive experience.
There are however traditional houses which recede behind some way behind boundary. This is less
typical, and in isolation can look attractive. One can appreciate the setting of an attractive house
behind a mature hedge or a set of railings, but in terms of future development they weaken
enclosure and as a result diminish the sense of place.

Integrated pockets of new development
New development in Harrold will take various forms and be located on sites of differing sizes and
with differing relationships to the centre of the village. It is anticipated however that amongst the
three sites proposed for new settlement extensions – which are all outside the village centre - there
will be small sites close to the centre which can effectively ‘plug in’ to the existing environment.
In terms of development patterns, new housing should reflect both the density and morphology of
the centre of the village. The ‘urban design’ of the place cannot be over-emphasized. The spaces
between new houses and the scale and design of new roads should at the same time reflect the
most traditional spaces, scale and designs in the village, and meet the requirements of the Local
Authority Highways Department.

Windfall sites
Infilling on small plots between existing properties can, subject to the scale and sensitivity of the
new building(s), enhance an area by amplifying the characteristics of the immediate surroundings.

Appropriate density
This is crucial. In order to achieve a character which reinforces the traditions of the village, the
density of new development should reflect the density of the pre-C20th village layout. A figure of 30
or more dwellings per hectare could, subject to design, reinforce the general patterns of
development in Harrold. Densities of 40 or 50 dwellings per hectare would, however, diminish the
visual and communal significance of the historic core of the settlement, and result in urban
extensions tipping the sense of gravity away from the historic cores. This would be detrimental to
the character and appearance of the village and should be avoided.

Open land
There are in several places small pockets of open land, both intended and unintended, which are
within the middle of the village. The greens, the open space in front of the church and the
undeveloped land around the Grade II listed ‘barn 40m to the north east of no.76’, are all breathing
spaces within which one can appreciate the buildings in the village, and the relationship between
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the buildings and the space surrounding them. This relationship is essentially the ‘grain’ of the
village, and should be relied upon the inform new development.

Woodland, groves and verges
Though the parish of Harrold features Park Wood, the trees along the River Great Ouse, the
woodland surrounding the lake to the north of the centre, and the strip of trees to the west of
Mansion Lane, the village itself has very little woodland. The playing field adjacent to Harewelle
Way, to the north of the village centre includes a few trees, but woodland is in notably short supply.

Footpaths and kerbs, verges and boundaries
In new development, the width and finish of footpaths should reflect their locale. In stitching the
various new developments together, they might most appropriately be surfaced in resin bound
gravel, to give the impression of a rural path, particularly in linking places via back passages. More
formal footpaths, or those in the front of houses could feature tegula block or some form of cobble.
Footpaths through Harrold – as opposed to those which lead out of the settlement – should be an
integral part of the design of new housing – as opposed to separate from it - to reinforce a sense of
place.
On road junctions, raised tables in either contrasting, or complementary brick setts or tegula blocks
could emphasize the pedestrian-friendly nature of small-scale new developments, and whilst not
reflecting tradition in terms of detail or material, would nevertheless illustrate a desire for a less car
oriented space, in which the pedestrian is seen as more important to the vitality of the village than
the motor vehicle.
When employed as shared surfaces, ideally in small areas where car speeds are low, bound gravel
helps reinforce the intimacy of small places. The opposite is true however of large swathes of tarmac
footpath and engineered road which divide buildings and diminish the sense of place.
Boundary treatments in Harrold consist of stone and brick walls, railings, fences and hedgerows.
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Plates 132 to 139 show both appropriate boundaries, and less appropriate ones. Post and rail and
picket fences are traditional timber boundaries, and have been used in both rural and suburban
contexts for centuries. Brick and stone walls are similarly traditional and can be attractive features in
their own rights. The final two plates show close boarded fences which are functional, but are
commonly seen in suburban estates. They do not reinforce the character of the village and should
only be employed on housing developments between properties when there are no public views of
them.
Osier fence panels are a traditional boundary treatment, and given the proximity of the river to the
village, where such material would have been gathered from, they are bound to have been
employed here.
Timber bollards are usually used to define open space and to prevent inappropriate parking on
verges or public land. Metal bollards unite the street furniture in the village, and can be seen to
define private land, perhaps related to more formal spaces. The use of both forms of bollard in
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defining boundaries in new developments would be suitable, though they should be used
appropriately, to reflect the status of the spaces.

Plates 140 to 142 show osier fencing, timber bollards and metal bollards.
Whilst metal gates proliferate, metal railings are seldom seen in Harrold. It is perhaps telling that
they are employed in front of the clumsy red brick structure seen below. Nevertheless, they are
traditional, and in the right places black painted railings would help reinforce the use of black metal
street furniture, which has an important role to play in sustaining the character of the place.

Plate 143 illustrates the use of metal railings.

Street furniture
Street furniture in Harrold is generally coordinated, and this helps reinforce the coherence of the
village. Furniture includes street lighting, benches, bins, bus shelters, railings and road signs.

56

Plates 144 and 145 shows the approach to street furniture which is simple and appropriate to the
architectural traditions of the village.
Replacement furniture should be introduced wholesale, in a coordinated program, to sustain local
identity.

Settlement guidelines
• Small groups of houses arranged around open spaces, linked via small footpaths. Any
perimeter blocks of development should be as small as possible.
• Roads designed to cater primarily for the pedestrian. Shared surfaces should be employed
on all minor roads serving residential development.
• Connections to the more established areas of Harrold must be considered at an early stage
to ensure the pedestrian has easy access to services.
• Views of the church from all angles must be retained.
• The space and setting of the village greens and the stone barn 40m north east of the High
Street must be retained, and views of The Mansion from across the fields must also be
protected.

Design guidelines
• New dwellings in Harrold should be no more than two storeys tall, with a variety of one and
one and a half storey alternatives. Traditional forms of house include single dwellings, pairs
and small terraces, with a range of windows. Generally, the larger the house, the more
formal it should be, with symmetry to the openings and slightly larger windows.
• Smaller property should feature smaller windows, sometimes asymmetrically located about
the façade. Wooden windows are most appropriate, but aluminium is very long lasting,
whilst the sections of PVCu joinery now available are approaching traditional forms, and
could be used, subject to final detail.
• All forms of property should feature either chimneys or mock stacks in suitable locations.
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•

•
•

Groups of houses should all employ the same, or a very similar, cladding material. If brick is
selected, it should be sourced from within the central and east midlands areas, and should
reflect the character and texture of brick in the village.
A good soft red brick could be used to detail the jambs of windows and doors, on stone
buildings.
Stone cladding should reflect the tones and textures of the stone in Harrold. Largely this
should be employed as rubble rather than the more formal ashlar, though as the
contemporary dwelling in High Street shows, it can be effective.

Plate 146. A modern house with a steeply pitched roof, rubble stone cladding and
contemporary forms of opening.
•

•

•

Render is evidenced in Harrold but is not common. Its use is not therefore inappropriate, but
it should be used only sparingly. It should be hand finished using wooden floats and painted
in a range of pastel shades and off white, to match the colours already in evidence.
Roofing materials should consist either of clay tile or natural slate, ideally from Wales or
Canada, whose geology is similar. Chinese, Spanish and Brazilian slates are not usually
suitable because they do not match traditional slate and some of their quarries produce
second rate material.
Thatch is also seen in the village, but in the same way as render, it should only be employed
occasionally.

Landscape guidelines
• Shared surfaces should employ tegula block, or other surface to match the roadway.
Footpaths should be finished in a resin bound gravel. Avoid black top.
• Brick setts could be employed as raised tables on minor and side roads.
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APPENDIX 1
Listed buildings

HARROLD LAVENDON ROAD SP 95 NW 4/194 Harrold Lodge Farmhouse - - II
House dated 1799. Coursed limestone rubble. Tiled roof hipped to right hand
side and with stone gable coping to left. Two storeys. Projecting two storey
porch wing with hipped roof. 1:1:2 casement windows with glazing bars. Ground
floor has two pairs of French windows flanking porch with glazed ground floor.
Listing NGR: SP9315255247
HARROLD THE GREEN SP 9456-9556 22/166 No. 4 and Harrold Catholic Chapel GV II
Former schoolroom and adjoining school house dated 1847 now private
dwelling, and chapel. Coursed limestone rubble. C20 tiled roof with stone gable
coping. Former schoolroom to right hand side has doorway and tall 3-light
casement window, both with drip moulds. Rear projecting gabled wing. Former
schoolhouse to left hand side. L plan with projecting gable wing to right. One
storey and attics. Gabled dormer with moulded kneelers and single light
casement to projecting gable end. Ground floor has casement window and six
panel door with canted bay to gable end. The bay has a fishscale tile roof. All the
windows are leaded and have drip moulds. Rear projecting wing of one storey
and attics and a single storey modern brick extension.
Listing NGR: SP9506156764
Harrold Bridge, a medieval multi-span bridge and causeway, is listed at Grade II*
for the following principal reasons:
* Rarity: less than 200 medieval multi-span bridges are known to survive and
Harrold Bridge is therefore a rare and early surviving example;
* Survival of original fabric: it is an extensive, well-preserved structure that
retains a significant proportion of medieval fabric, and there is a high chance of
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further surviving early fabric within the core of the bridge;

* Historic interest: the documentary evidence for the bridge’s repair and its
numerous phases of widening indicate its long established importance as a
crossing place at this part of the river where it forms an element of considerable
historic interest in the landscape.

History
Multi-span bridges were constructed throughout the medieval period for the
use of pedestrians and packhorse or vehicular traffic, crossing rivers or streams,
often replacing or supplementing earlier fords. During the early medieval period
timber was used but from the C12 stone (and later brick) bridges became more
common, with the piers sometimes supporting a timber raft. Most stone bridges
were constructed with pointed arches, although semicircular and segmental
examples are also known.
The date of the construction of the bridge at Harrold is unknown but documents
dating from 1136-46 refer to ‘three acres of my lord’s meadow next to the place
of Harewold bridge’. This may, of course, refer to an earlier bridge rather than
the present structure. It is not known who was responsible for its construction
but in rural areas bridges were often built by the lord of the manor who was
then liable for its repair. The four river arches of Harrold Bridge at the northern
end were repaired by the lords of the manors of Harrold, Odell, Carlton and
Chellington. These four parishes met near the river crossing so it is likely that
the first bridge was a joint enterprise between all four manors. It is thought that
the remaining structure was originally maintained by Harrold Priory before
becoming the responsibility of the County. This complex arrangement of shared
liability led to the development of a multi-phase structure of different styles. An
indication of the bridge’s importance is the number of bequests made for its
repair in the late medieval period, and there is documentary evidence for
numerous repairs and alterations from the C16 to the C19.
The causeway originally extended to the south edge of the river bank as remains
of the stonework can be seen in the soffits of some of the flood arches. All the
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arches except for the five at the south end are medieval in date and show three
or four stages of widening, whilst the last five were added at a later date,
certainly by c.1630. During repair work in 1992 evidence was found of an earlier
approach ramp with stone retaining walls between arches 5 and 6 (see the Plan
section of the List entry for the numbering sequence). The 9 flood arches were
widened at an unknown date: arches 1 and 2 were widened on the east side, and
all but arch 1 was widened on the west side by inserting another limestone arch
ring springing from the cutwaters. Flood arches 4, 7, 8 and 9 have since been
rebuilt. Arch 10 of the river arch was widened at an early date by the addition of
a stone skin on the west side, and the other five arches have all been rebuilt and
widened. Arch 11 is probably a late-medieval replacement; arches 12 and 13
were rebuilt in the 1660s; and arch 14, which in 1757 was still spanned with
timber beams, was rebuilt in the mid-C19.
In 1826 the County Surveyor produced a plan and east elevation of the bridge
with recommendations for its repair. It shows that river arches 12 to 15 (those
that were privately maintained) were fenced with posts and rails, whilst arches
10 and 11 (maintained by the County) had stone parapets. There was also an
earthen ramp which had provided access to the river bridge before the flood
arches were widened. This was subsequently enclosed by a retaining wall,
forming the present passing bay. Arch 14 was rebuilt in stone in 1856 and the
following year the river bridge was widened on the west side in limestone with
brick arch rings. The flood arches were also widened and the limestone face was
extended over the triangular cutwaters, resulting in the present rounded
buttress-type features.
Between 1986 and 1992 an extensive restoration programme was carried out
which involved rebuilding a partly collapsed stone arch; stabilising and
rebuilding c10m length of structurally unsafe spandrel and parapet walls; and
replacing defective stones and re-pointing using lime mortar.

Details
Medieval multi-span bridge and causeway.
MATERIALS: coursed limestone rubble with some red-brick arch rings.
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PLAN: the bridge carries the road over the River Great Ouse and is aligned northsouth. At the northern end 6 arches span the river, known as the river bridge,
followed by a short causeway on the south bank, and then 9 arches over the
flood plain, known as the long bridge. Beyond this, and parallel to the Carlton
Road, is a narrow 20 arch foot causeway. The arches of the long bridge and river
bridge have been numbered starting from the south end, hence the flood arches
are 1 to 9, and the river arches 10 to 15.
EXTERIOR: the bridge and causeway is a substantial, multi-phase structure that
forms a picturesque element in the landscape. The river bridge has stone
parapets with semi-circular coping in red brick and two passenger refuges on
the west side. At the northern end are 5 small rounded buttress-like features on
the outer side of the east parapet. The river arches are irregular in width and
style, and the soffits reveal three phases of widening. Above arch 10, which is a
small round arch nearest the south bank, a change in the stonework on the east
side indicates the original line where the earthen ramp gave access to the river
bridge. The parapet, added in the late 1820s, has created the passing bay. On
the east side, arch 11 has a pointed arch of two layers of dressed, chamfered
ironstone and an outer rounded arch with a red brick arch ring. The rest have
rounded limestone arches. There is corbelled stonework above arch 12; and
arch 14 has double arch rings of limestone blocks and the parapet coping above
is of gault brick. On the west side of the river bridge the arches are round, except
for arch 11 which is raised to a slight point, with red brick arch rings. Between
the arches there are large triangular cutwaters.
The long bridge to the south has, on the east side, a projecting thin course of
masonry above the arches indicating the original height. Above this a parapet
has been built which was further heightened and capped with semicircular
brick. The parapet becomes lower at the south end, terminating in a short
eastwards return. The soffits of the flood arches show 3 to 4 phases of widening.
On the east side, the arches are mostly round, although some are raised into a
slight point, and have stone arch rings. Arch 3 has a shallow segmental arch with
a red brick arch ring. On the west side, arches 1 to 6 are segmental with brick
arch rings, and there are rounded buttress-like features in between – a later
encasing of the original triangular cutwaters. Arches 7 to 9 are semicircular with
keyed ironstone arch rings. Above these 3 arches the parapet coping is of stone.
To the south, the causeway has triangular cutwaters on the west side, the
surface of which is set with flint nodules. The Tudor arches have arch rings of
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rubble stone, except for three semicircular arches of chamfered brick which may
be a late-C19 repair. The causeway becomes narrower at the southern end and
there are no cutwaters.
Dicken House, Orchard Lane, Harrold, Bedfordshire
Dicken House, a Wealden house, is designated at Grade II for the following
principal reasons: *Architectural interest: it is a good example of a small
Wealden house which retains a significant proportion of its original fabric,
including much of the first-floor framing and the king post roof, and there is
evidence of surviving wattle and daub partitions. *Historic interest: it has
undergone several phases of change, reflecting the evolving needs of
succeeding occupants. Of particular interest is the flooring over of the open hall
and insertion of a fireplace in the late C16 which demonstrates a key
development in the use and plan form of domestic buildings. *Rarity: Wealden
houses are not commonly found in Bedfordshire, which is at the margin of their
distribution, and Dicken House is the only listed example in the county.

HARROLD THE GREEN SP 9456-9556 22/162 The Lock Up 7.5.1952 GV II
Early C19 lock up. Small circular building of coursed limestone rubble. Steep
conical stone roof surmounted by a moulded ball finial. Door with timber lintel.
Listing NGR: SP9510356744

HARROLD BROOK LANE SP 95NW (west side)
4/150 Nos. 21-27 (odd) - GV II
C18. Terrace of four houses. Coursed limestone rubble. Welsh slate roof. Two
storeys. Eight casement windows in all to each floor. Cut bracketed gabled
doorhoods.
Listing NGR: SP9489757026
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HARROLD HIGH STREET SP 9456-9556 (north side)
22/184 Barn 40m to N.E. of No.76 - GV II
C18 stone barn. Pantile roof with stone gable coping. Double doors in South
elevation with C20 canopy over. Triangular shaped ventilation holes.
Listing NGR: SP9509056854

HARROLD HIGH STREET SP 9456-9556 (north side)
22/191 Gates and gate piers to the Mansion - - II
Pair of C19 wrought iron gates with spearhead tops. Incised piers have trefoil
heads to each panel and are surmounted by urn shaped finials.
Listing NGR: SP9477556854

HARROLD CHURCH WALK SP 9456-9556 22/155 N.W. Barn to Pointer's Lodge
24.5.1978 GV II
C17 barn. Coursed limestone rubble. Old clay tile roof with stone gable coping.
Entrance under timber lintel in centre of N. elevation. Pantiled lean-to to S.
Included for group value.
Listing NGR: SP9533956715

HARROLD HIGH STREET SP 9456-9556 (north side)
22/179 No. 50 - GV lI
Late C18 or early C19 house. Coursed limestone rubble, lime-and colourwashed.
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Asbestos tile roof. Two storeys. Two casement windows to first floor. Ground
floor has two 3-light casements under timber lintels. Flat doorhood.
Listing NGR: SP9526456845

HARROLD HIGH STREET SP 9456-9556 (north side)
22/188 Nos. 102 - 106 (even) - GV II
Terrace of C18 houses. Coursed limestone rubble with thatched roof. One storey
and attics. Five attic eyebrow dormers with 3-light casement windows. Ground
floor has five larger 3-light casement windows under timber lintels.
Listing NGR: SP9493556894

HARROLD HIGH STREET SP 9456-9556 (north side)
22/180 No. 52 - GV II
Mid-C19 house. Two storeys. Ground floor of coursed limestone rubble, first
floor brick; all colourwashed. Concrete tile roof. Two first floor sash windows
with glazing bars. Two larger, similar ground floor windows flanking doorway.
Included for group value.
Listing NGR: SP9525856845

HARROLD BROOK LANE SP 95NW (west side)
4/152 No. 31 - GV II
C17 house. Colourwashed coursed limestone rubble. Thatched roof. One storey
and attics. Gable end to road. N. elevation has two attic leaded casements with
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the thatch cut out over. Two ground floor casements under continuous timber
lintel with door.
Listing NGR: SP9490757038
HARROLD HIGH STREET SP 9456-9556 (south side)
22/175 Nos. 119 and 121 - - II
Pair of C18 houses. Coursed limestone rubble. Concrete tile roof with stone
gable coping. Two storeys and attics. Facade has five first floor sash windows.
Four ground floor C20 casements with mullion and transom. 19th century opensided gabled porches.
Listing NGR: SP9472056707

HARROLD BROOK LANE SP 9456-9556 (east side)
22/153 No. 2 - - II
Late C17 or early C18 house. Coursed limestone rubble with thatched roof.
Gable end to road. One storey and attics. S. elevation has two eyebrow dormers
and two ground floor casements with glazing bars. N. elevation has two
casements with glazing bars flanking C19 bracketed doorhood.
Listing NGR: SP9494556942

HARROLD CHURCH WALK SP 9456-9556 22/156 Range of farm buildings 20m to
N.E. of Pointer's Lodge - GV II
Range of C18 and C19 farm buildings. Coursed limestone rubble with pantile
roofs. L-plan with the rear wall of the E. range forming a boundary with the
churchyard. N. range is barn, E. range was stables. Included for group value.
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Listing NGR: SP9537256713

HARROLD CHURCH WALK SP 9456-9556 22/157 Pointer's Lodge - GV II
C19 house. Coursed limestone rubble with old clay tile roof. S. gable end abuts
the W. tower of the parish church. Two storeys. Three first floor 3- light
casements with glazing bars. Same to ground floor with doorway to right hand
side. Included for group value.
Listing NGR: SP9534956695
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